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Support Our Mission 


Buy A Flag from 
The American Legion 











1. Each flag purchased gives financial support to American Legion 


programs that help veterans and military families in need in your 
local community. 


2. Save money. Shop & compare...our prices are the best. 
3. All our flags are 100% made in the USA. 





Easy To Order 
AmericanLegionFlags.com 


1-888-453-4466 





All our flags are constructed 
with quality: 


Embroidered Stars. 


Sewn Stripes with double- 
stitched seams. 


Outside edges have 4 rows of 
lock stitching to resist tearing. 


Heavy canvas headings with 
full-sized brass grommets. 

















Proudly Made 
in the USA! 


Buy the flag of your choice and receive our lowest quantity pricing every day. 
Whether you buy one flag or 100 flags, you get our lowest price! 


es ax | sas | 
Our most popular flag - 
for outdoor use. Your 
best value. Best material $18.95 

ae ne ene 
Sie Outkeiying,, [2x8 Dele | athe gtogs | 
ideal for rainy conditions. a N46 PAG 
Lightweight....flies with the eae $19.95 $26.95 
Boe! N58 P58 
a $29.95 $39.95 
Dik O25. N59 
longest-lasting flag. casket flag $44.95 
Engineered for industrial, N610 P610 
commercial, or institutional $49.95 $59.95 
use. Ideal where high Additional sizes available. 


slightest breeze. 
winds, stressful, or extreme Visit AmericanLegionFlags.com, 
conditions exist. or call us at 1-888-453-4466 


According to popular usage, the length of the flag 
should be approximately % the height of the pole. 





Choose your fabric: Polyester 







Polyester 











100% Made in the U.S.A. 


(Prices Effective through November 15, 2018) 


Product # Quantity Subtotal 


Description Price 


PACKAGING AND SHIPPING 


Add $2.95 $100.01 - $200.00 
SoLOI esl ON) eee eee Add $3.95 $200.01 - $300.00 
$10.01 - $20.00......... Add $5.95 $300.01 - $400.00 
$20.01 - $30.00......... Add $7.95 $400.01 - $500.00 
$30.01 - $50.00......... Add $8.95 $500.01 & Over 
$50.01 - $100.00........ Add $9.95 


ea = 


Account # 


Add $15.95 Packaging & Shipping 
(refer to box at left) 


Aad $2458 Subtotal 
Add $33.95 Multiply Line 1 x State Sales Tax 


(CA, DC, ID, MA, ME residents only) 


Add $39.95 Multiply Line 3x State Sales Tax 
I 


IN, ND, NE residents only) 


Tot | 
Source Code MAGO418C_ 


Order Toll Free: 1-888-453-4466 
Order Online: AmericanLegionFlags.com 


Make Checks Payable To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 


Mail To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 
P.O. Box 36460 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-0460 





















































Expires / (3 or 4 digits) 
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The rebirth 
of nations 


FOR GOD AND COUNTHI 
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USAA members who bundled Auto and Home Insurance saved over $519 million combined last year.' 
Bundle today to help protect what matters to you and what you have worked so hard to build. 
With USAA insurance, enjoy an unrivaled level of service because we know what it means to serve. 


NS USAA is proud to be the 


Preferred Provider 


of Insurance and Financial Services 


U Sy. VN to The American Legion 


WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE TO QUOTE ANY INDIVIDUAL A PREMIUM RATE FOR THE INSURANCE ADVERTISED HEREIN. 'Savings figure based on 2016 savings 


earned when members combined USAA auto and home insurance products. Multiple product savings do not apply in all states or to all situations. Savings subject to change. 
Restrictions apply. 


JOIN USAA TODAY AND GET A QUOTE. 
CALL 877-699-2654 OR VISIT USAA.COM/LEGION 





Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply 
and are subject to change. Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company, USAA General Indemnity 
Company, Garrison Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and USAA, Ltd. (Europe), San Antonio, TX, and is available only to persons eligible for P&C group membership. 
Each company has sole financial responsibility for its own products. The American Legion receives financial support for their soonsorship. © 2018 USAA. 249244-0418 
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ASSEENIN ForD@s INVESTING IN GOLD 


BRAND NEW RELEASE 
2018 fai ecine BU AL © 
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— PRESERVATION g PURCHASING enter | f 
- of Say 7 + OWNING GOLD 
[$1$20.00 $1 ounce A UNIT OF ACCOUNT 
np Gas 25¢ gal Pure gold has the same value all around the world. 


Milk 56¢ gal INTERCHANGEABLE 


An ounce of gold in my pocket buys the same as an 








ounce of gold in yours. 


STORE OF VALUE 


The most important difference between gold and 
paper currency: Gold maintains its purchasing power 
over long periods of time, unlike all flat paper 
Currencies. 


($)$20.00 Ll ounce 





Bi) Gas $2.35 gal. |_9 gals.! | 568 gals.t 
@ Mik $3.50 gal] 6 ga's.1 | 382 gcls.t_ 


“SINCE THE CREATION OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE, THE 
U.S. DOLLAR HAS LOST OF ITS PURCHASING 
POWER, WHILE THE VALUE OF AN OUNCE OF LISPM reserves the right to cx INCAl OF ret juce any order al any lime Prices subject to change due lo 
GOLD HAS GAINED MORE THAN 6700%,)” Ser ts re oO decteicn. Ad 918 S254 shipping and euenae. Nex Ganesan 
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www.uspreciousmetals.com 





VAULT CODE AL1804 


1-800-439-1970 
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22 Net Result 


Former Navy SEAL Bo Reichenbach credits hockey 
with saving him more than once. By Henry Howard 


30 Return to Laos 


An Air Force pararescueman helps deliver closure 
for himself and a fallen pilot’s family after a jungle 
search. By Leland Sorensen 


38 Built to Last 


Free elections are great, but what broken nations 
need most are the rule of law, property rights and 
economic freedom. By Alan W. Dowd 


Renee Betterson of Cleveland, left, 
and Carrie Willson of Appleton, Wis., 
take a selfie following the 2017 
American Legion National Oratorical 
Contest in Indianapolis. Watch this 
year’s contest finals April 15 via 

live stream on Facebook and 
Www.legion.org. Photo byciaytonneth 
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Vet Voice 

Commander’s Message 

I Am The American Legion 
Big Issues 

Living Well 

Travel 

Veterans Update 

Rapid Fire 

Comrades 

Parting Shots 


The American Legion Magazine, a \eader among national general-interest 
publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 

2 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 13,000 
community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and 

traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and 

compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community 
service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth. 





NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 


MESOTHELIOMA 


YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE 
IN THIS FIGHT: 


TURNTOA 
FELLOW VETERAN. 








As former Marines and sailors, we served 


together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my Bud Coady 
firm and | will fight for you today. Attorneys at Te es 1991 


Gulf War Veteran 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 


Attorney at Law 
veterans In mesothelioma claims nationwide for 





more than two decades. VVe've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 


for their families in just compensation. 


$30 Billion 


Trust in the experience and commitment of 


FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 


TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


a shiomate who served with you. Contact 


no-obligation consultation. 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) COADY 


TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. 


75 Arlington Street, Suite 500° Boston, MA 02116 * Web: www.coadylaw.com LA W FIRM 





What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 


NS €6 Health risks and high 
x out-of-pocket costs... 
» | men are unaware of 
Liberty's healthier 


alternative! »® 





“Men Ss Liberty is terrific. I can keep 
doing what I want to do, without 
having to worry about running to the 
bathroom or changing my clothes. 
It is a Godsend.” - John in Michigan 


AG LIBERTY 


The Diaper Dilemma 
Urinary incontinence affects more 
than 4 million men in the United 
States of all ages. Diapers trap 
moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
and injury rates up to 38%. 





Men’s Liberty Alternative 


There has not been a confirmed 
UTI or serious skin injury caused 
by Men's Liberty, after more than 
four million sold. This is a non- 
invasive, external product that 
allows men to improve their 
lifestyle at work and quality of 
time with family. 


CALL TODAY AND RECEIVE 
A FREE WEEK'S SUPPLY 
WITH YOUR ORDER! 


1-800-814-3259 


PROMO CODE: 
AMLO418 


Hablamos Espanol 


AR LIBERTY 


www.GetMensLiberty.com 


Millions of men spend 
thousands of dollars each 
year on diapers, which are 
not covered by Medicare. 

These men are paying 

as much as $300 out of 
pocket each month... Men's 

Liberty is covered by 

Medicare, most state 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 

most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to 
receive Men’s Liberty. We 
handle all claims and billing 
to Medicare and your 
NUE eee Kelle 
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‘True Sons of Freedom’ 

Thank you for publishing Jennifer D. Keene’s article (February). It is well- 
written and most informative. | hope it will help to convert the many Americans 
who judge others by the color of their skin. We should all be proud of those 
brave men who served us so well and helped to teach us that we should 
respect all our fellow Americans. 

It is so sad that even in this day and age many Americans (and others) are 
racist and willing to openly demonstrate their prejudices, even against brave 
men and women of color who have served our county honorably both in war 
and peace. Divisive efforts hurt everyone, not just those who have a different 
color or religion or country of origin from our own. 

— Keith Haugen, Honolulu 


As a former Army intelligence Jennifer Keene’s article was 
officer and Vietnam-era veteran, well-written and showcased 
I was pleased to read this these men’s contribution during 
article. Jeenifer Keene did a World War I, even though they 
fantastic job of encapsulating had not reached full citizenship 
the history of black soldiers in in their country of birth. What 
World War I. But I’d suggest about a story on those of us 
that the Buffalo Soldiers, asthe |§African-Americans who served 
first federal black troops in World War II? 
authorized by Congress on July — Jesse Perry, Hayward, Calif 


28, 1866, actually set in motion 
the 1948 decision by President ‘The Sacrifices of 
Harry S. Truman to integrate Sequestration’ 
the military. I agree with Alan W. Dowd’s 
— Willie H. Breazell, Colorado Springs, Colo. article (February) on many 
points, but remind all that 

I enjoyed the article. However, Social Security is not a budget 

I must say that I found the title cost. It is a retirement account, 


— “True Sons of Freedom” - set up with the best intentions. 
more than just off-putting. The fact that politicians have 
These men were not free. They stolen these funds for votes is 
lived and fought under Jim just more proof that the people 
Crow. They could not carry our who work and pay the bills are 
flag into combat. not properly represented. 

— Larry Keener, Seattle — Jim Woodfin, Goochland, Va. 
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VET VOICE 


Overturning DACA 

Has anyone ever run the 
numbers on the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
recipients (Big Issues, February)? 
Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester says 
the U.S. economy is forecast to 
lose $460 billion in GDP over the 
next decade if we do not renew 
DACA. By her statement, if we 
were to divide $460 billion by 
the nearly 800,000 DREAMers, 
that would mean each and every 
one of them would contribute 
about $575,000 to the GDP over 
the next decade - approximately 
$57,500 per person per year. Are 
those numbers believable? Do 
politicians embellish facts for 
their own gain? 

What have been the costs to 
American taxpayers in terms of 
public assistance, health care, 
education and the legal system? 

We are supposed to be a 
nation of laws, no matter how 
unfair some of those laws seem. 
I’m in favor of legal immigration 
of productive people of any race, 
creed or national origin. 

— Edward Benko, Saline, Mich. 


Not once does Rep. Lisa Blunt 
Rochester mention the word 
“illegal.” DREAMers were 
brought here illegally and got a 
free education at taxpayers’ 
expense. Their “illegal” parents 
don’t pay taxes. We citizens do, 
whether we have children or not. 
These DREAMers need to be 
deported along with their 
parents so as not to break up the 
family, as Rochester claims. 
They could help change their 
native countries using the free 
education they received here. 

— Don Bates, Santa Maria, Calif. 


President Obama did not 
“grant amnesty” to those young 
people brought into the country 
illegally by their parents or 
euardians. He acted upon their 
status because the GOP- 
controlled Congress refused to 
take action for these residents, 
who were innocent of any crime 
but subject to deportation 
because they were brought here 
through no fault or intention of 
their own. To say we cannot 
even have a conversation on 
these matters “before we stop 
the flow of illegal immigration” 
is intellectually blind and deaf. It 
certainly is not consistent with 
our history. 

— James M. McNamara, Trumbull, Conn. 


I read with interest the 
opposing views on DACA, and 
I was struck by the absence of 
compassion and empathy on the 
part of Rep. Lou Barletta. His 
main point seemed to be that 
these young people compete 
with Americans for jobs. With 
an unemployment rate of about 
4.5 percent? Really? 

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester’s 
position makes a lot more sense 
to me. These young people were 
brought into the USA not of their 
own volition; they grew up as 
ordinary American teenagers 
and are now in college or have 
professional jobs, and are 
contributing to society. 

Whatever happened to our 
vision of our gateway and the 
Statue of Liberty? Do we still 
recite Emma Lazarus’ poem - 
“Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free”? 

— Samuel C. Alessi, Jamestown, N.Y. 


‘Great Pains’ 

To me, Judith Hurley ignores 
the fact that opioids actually 
work in relieving pain if used in 
accordance with a doctor’s and 
pharmacist’s direction (Living 
Well, February). Her piece only 
lends credence to what I believe 
Congress is on a path to do, 
which is to totally ban opioids. 

Putting shackles on doctors’ 
prescription pads won’t stop the 
problem. Acupuncture, exercise, 
meditation, yoga and other 
“alternate” forms of pain relief 
may help one in 10 people who 
suffer pain. However, most 
people using opioid medications 
have tried this alternative 
malarkey a number of times - 
and each time these “solutions” 
prove a failure in relieving it. 

— Bill Bloom, Seminole, Fla. 


Sanctuary cities 

Sanctuary cities, in essence, 
“thumb their noses” at law 
officials and the Immigration 
Service, deliberately placing 
themselves above the law (Big 
Issues, October). How can 
anyone who loves and respects 
our country agree with the 
concept of sanctuary cities? Are 
we a nation governed by law? Or 
do we get to pick and choose 
which laws to obey? 

The theory that sanctuary 
cities encourage immigrants to 
work with police is ludicrous. 
And why is “immigrant” always 
used when everyone knows the 
subject is illegal immigration? 
This is a deliberate attempt by 
the media to use their influence 
to force-feed us their personal 
bias and prejudice. 

— Jerry Crew, Webb, lowa 





THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


magazine@legion.org 
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Your entire project, 
including installation 


Minimum purchase required. 


Is window replacement difficult? 
Like many things, the answer to this question is: it depends on who you call. 
There's a window replacement company that has proven its trustworthiness 
and reliability: Renewal by Andersen is the full service replacement division 


of Andersen, the most trusted family of window 
and door brands in America.? 












Andersen jmwg 


CORPORATION 





NO Money Down 


For more than a century, Andersen has created a legacy for innovation and quality 
that is at the heart of what we do. Renewal by Andersen is determined to never N D Interest 
Stop improving - that's how we've maintained a reputation for 
industry leading replacement windows. 














NO Payments 
for 12 months’ 


Minimum purchase required. Interest accrues from the date 
of purchase, but is waived if paid in full within 12 months 


Baa NEN Ennai KKKKY 
AWARD 2017 


PARTNER OF THE YEAR 4.7 OUT OF 5 


Sustained Excellence RENEWALBYANDERSEN.COM =—a 
95,000+ REVIEWS 


2 Recognized by J.D. Power for 
"Outstanding Customer 
Satisfaction with Windows 
and Patio Doors." 


We will send specially trained project technicians to your home 
to make Sure your Custom built windows are a precise fit. And 
our Certified Master Installers are hands down the best in 
business - every detail matters to them. Of course, you also 
have full access to our knowledgeable customer care 
representatives if you have questions. 


Call by July 31 


Schedule your free window diagnosis. 


Tea etl! 


Also visit RENEWALBYANDERSEN.COM 


2017-2018 Winner 







Thank you for your service. 


‘CUSTOM BUILT: Custom built in America using U.S. and imported parts. DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2018. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get 20% off your entire project and 12 months no payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows 
or patio doors between 3/31/2018 and 12/31/2018. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs 
is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available only at participating locations. See 
your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted 
are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2018 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. 3Based on 2016 homeowner brand survey. Andersen family of brands aggregated: Andersen, Renewal by Andersen, Silver Line and American Craftsman. J.D. Power: Renewal by Andersen 
received the third highest numerical score among 16 companies in the J.D. Power 2017 Windows & Patio Doors Satisfaction Study, based on 1,904 total responses, measuring the experiences and perceptions of customers who purchased windows and/or patio doors in the 
previous 12 months, surveyed February — March 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. 





COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


The impending death of sequestration 


After a half-decade of flatlined budgets, continuing resolutions and 
bipartisan neglect, our nation’s military is finally getting the boost it 
deserves. Moreover, the budget agreement proposed in February slays - 
for the time being, at least - one of the worst policies to ever come from 
Washington: sequestration. 

The American Legion has supported a strong national defense since 
our organization was founded in 1919. Wartime veterans understand the 
futility of fighting “on the cheap,” and the direct effect that training and 
weapons have on battlefield success. 

While the United States is a peace-loving nation, too many other 
countries are not. The conflicts of the 20th century show that a strong 
U.S. military is sometimes all that stands between freedom and tyranny. 

Seven hundred billion dollars can buy a lot of bullets, but the 
projected budget increases over the next two years will do far more than 
that. Troops will be able to count on better pay, more aircraft, more 
training, more ships and upgrades to our nuclear weapons arsenal. 

U.S. missile defense will get a needed boost at a time when North Korea 
has shown little inclination to disarm and skeptics question Iran’s 
commitment to halting its nuclear-weapons development. 

Back to sequestration, though. It isn’t dead, but at least it’s on life 
support. These spending caps, mandated by the Budget Control Act, 
have been severely criticized by every secretary of defense since 2011. 
Current DoD Secretary James Mattis is no exception. 

“IT cannot overstate the negative impact to our troops’ and families’ 
morale from all this budget uncertainty,” Mattis said just hours before 
Congress approved the budget increase in February. 

This is consistent with what the Legion has heard from U.S. military 
officials worldwide over the past several years. In 2016, the commander 
of U.S. Forces Korea was particularly frustrated about the process. “We 
don’t have a predictable fiscal base to make decisions,” Gen. Vincent K. 
Brooks told a delegation of visiting Legionnaires. “It becomes bad 
business. It increases our inefficiency. Nobody would run a company 
this way, yet the U.S. military is being caused to run in the most 
inefficient way possible. We have continuing resolutions every year that 
cause us to operate this year with last year’s requirements, which were 
also run by continuing resolution. Right now we are operating off a 
foundation from 2012. The world is not the same as it was in 2012.” 

In addition to responding to unprecedented natural disasters, U.S. 
troops remain actively engaged in Afghanistan, Iraq and a number of 
other dangerous places. Reservists and Guard members are frequently 
deployed and asked to fill billets previously manned by active-duty 
servicemembers. Delegates at the Legion’s national convention in Reno, 
Nev., last summer unanimously passed a resolution urging Congress to 
increase military spending and reverse the effects of sequestration. 

Maintaining a high-quality all-volunteer force is expensive. Personnel 
costs are not just incentives to attract talented professionals, but also a 
measure of a grateful nation. We keep asking our military to do more. 
It’s time we stop asking them to do it with less. 


Woniae. H- Reborn 
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National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan 


MEMORANDA 


CHILDREN & YOUTH MONTH 


April is Children & Youth Month for 
The American Legion, as it has 
been since 1938. American Legion 
Family members are encouraged 
to show their local communities 
the Legion’s commitment to 
young people by hosting youth 
activities, or by becoming involved 
in programs and organizations 
that support them. 

€ www.legion.org/youth 


WATCH ORATORICAL FINALS 


On April 15, the finals of the 

81st National Oratorical Contest 
will be held in Indianapolis. A free 
live stream is scheduled to start at 
10 a.m. Eastern. 

& www.legion.org 

€ www.facebook.com/ 
americanlegionhq 


DONATE TO LEGION CHARITIES 


As the end of tax season draws 
near, remember that American 
Legion Charities is a tax-exempt 
organization, and all contributions 
are tax-deductible according to 
IRS regulations. From Operation 
Comfort Warriors to the National 
Emergency Fund to the American 
Legion Endowment Fund and 
more, the Legion has several 
avenues to help benefit 
servicemembers, veterans and 
their family members. 

€ www.legion.org/donate 


“My Daughter, I love you more than words can say” 
DIAMOND BRACELET 


mt : 


\ 
hit 










& Perfect for the next 
eC eC YC MOE 
just because! 


Beautifully Presented 


Your bracelet arrives ina 
velvety presentation = 
pouch — perfect for é , 
PMG a saripaiesuie { ou have loved your daughter from the moment she was born, and with 


By feos passing day you cherish her more and more. Tell her all that’s in 
your heart with the My Daughter “I Love You” Diamond Bracelet. 


Eve tet CUICe 


Bt uevenmt ste ee ee tervals pe of the ree hand set alee 







rished Fo ue eth For the perfect finishing touch, the reverse carries 
a BSS aeENeR all eLeCONM aCe neat every time she reads it: “My Daughter, 
I love you more than words can say.” 





bs Nes, _ Satisfaction guaranteed. 
a: This heirloom-in-the-making can be yours for *99, payable in three monthly 
installments of *33; shipping and service is °7” regardless of how many 
you order. If you or your daughter are not delighted, you may return the 
bracelet within 90 days for oa or refund. Don’t delay. Order today! 


. a a 
, wn yy " 
Whe a ay Bracelet measures 7'2” in length. OnVasy 


ORDER FORM 


The Danbury Mint 
PO Box 5290 


Send no money now. 


Norwalk, CT 06857 


Name 
Yes! Send me the My Daughter “IT Love You” Diamond Please print clearly. Orders subject to acceptance. 


Bracelet(s) in the quantity checked below: Address 
L}1 Bracelet ()2 Bracelets (}3 Bracelets () Other: City/State/Zip 


For fastest gift delivery call or order online: 1-800-726-1184 © www.danburymint.com 


54450010A030 
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Jack Monahan has a strong understanding and 
appreciation for the history of U.S. involvement in the 
Great War. Walking through the New Britain Museum 
of American Art in Connecticut, he relishes explaining 
an exhibition of illustrations by Harry Everett 
Townsend, an Army combat artist during World War |. 

Last year, then-National Commander Charles E. 
Schmidt appointed Monahan The American Legion's 
representative on the U.S. World War One Centennial 
Commission, a responsibility of which he’s proud. 

“World War | is the hinge on which all of 20th- 
century history pivots,” says Monahan, a 20-year Army 
veteran and commander of La Place-Champlin 
American Legion Post 18 in Essex, Conn. “It’s important 
from a sociological and historical perspective. But 
more than that, it’s important to keep alive the 
memories of what was achieved by that generation. 

“That generation, the doughboys and bluejackets, 
left a country to go fight overseas for people they 
never met against people who hadn’t attacked 
(Americans). It was, in my mind, a means of bringing 
our values and our culture to bear on a crisis in Europe. 
It changed history.” 

Monahan, who has an undergraduate degree from 
the University of Rhode Island and a master’s degree 
in European studies from Cornell University, said the 
Legion’s youth programs are what initially piqued his 
interest in joining the organization. But when he 
learned about the Connecticut Soldiers, Sailors and 
Marines Fund — which assists needy wartime veterans 
and their families and is administered by the Legion’s 
Department of Connecticut — he was sold. 

“It was a way to continue serving veterans,” 
Monahan says. “I eventually became the administrator 
of that fund. It was absolutely transformative. When 
| left the Army, | felt | wanted to do work worth doing. 
It was exactly the kind of work | hoped to do.” 

— Steve B. Brooks 


CE Army (1975-1995) 


MILIT JOB Infantryman, armor officer, 
foreign area officer 


OST Post 18, Essex, Conn. 


» American Legion representative on U.S. World 
War One Centennial Commission 

a» National Finance Commission (2007-present) 
» American Legion Endowment Fund 
Corporation member (2001-2007) 

=a Department treasurer (2007-2014) 

=» Post commander (2014-present) 

= Post adjutant (2009-2013) 


Photo by Lucas Carter 





“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it’s the best sleep chair I've ever had.” 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 





We've all had nights when we just can’t lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it’s from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches — it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It’s a chair, true — the finest of lift chairs — but this 
chair is so much more! It’s designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can’t be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and — yes! — peaceful sleep. 
Our chair’s recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
better posture to prevent 
back and muscle pain. 








And there’s more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa — just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! You get your choice of fabrics and 
colors — Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 
1-888-757-0157 


Please mention code 108663 when ordering. 


Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 
Black 


Blue 


Indigo 


Tan Chocolate Burgundy 


DuraLux II Microfiber 
Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate 








46471 


© 2018 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 





BIG ISSUES 


Consumer Financial Protection Bureau reform 


SUPPORT 





Rep. Jeb Hensarling, R-Texas 


@ Hensarling is chairman of the 
House Financial Services Committee. 





The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB) is in dire need of reform. First and most 
importantly, it must be reformed because it has 
been declared unconstitutional. Second, it must be 
reformed because it often harms the 
very consumers it is 
supposed to protect. 

In declaring the CFPB 
unconstitutionally 
structured, a panel of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals found 
that other than the president, 
the CFPB director is “the 
single most powerful official 
in the entire United States government.” So 
powerful is the director that he or she alone can 
decide any consumer credit product is “abusive” 
and thus outlaw it. When it comes to credit cards, 
auto loans and mortgages, no one unelected 
individual in a democracy should have such 
unbridled power to take them away. 

As the CFPB infringes on the economic freedoms 
of consumers, it limits our choices and increases 
our costs. As a result of the CFPB’s actions, some 
borrowers could pay $500 more in interest 
payments on auto and truck loans, according to 
The Wall Street Journal. University of Maryland 
researchers found that CFPB mortgage rules cut 
middle-income borrowers out of the mortgage 
market entirely. How is this protecting consumers? 

The Financial CHOICE Act, passed by the House 
last summer, reforms the CFPB so it will act as a 
true “cop on the beat” protecting consumers. 
Instead of an unconstitutional agency issuing 
regulations that increase consumers’ costs and 
take away their economic freedoms, our reforms 
focus on enforcing financial-protection laws 
written by Congress - including those that 
specifically protect servicemembers, veterans and 
their families. 





THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 


The Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau was created to ban abusive, unfair, 
deceptive or discriminatory financial 
practices. Critics say the agency doesn’t 
protect consumers and actually 
increases costs. 


OPPOSE 


Sen. Elizabeth Warren, 
D-Mass. 
@ Warren is amember of the Senate 


Committee on Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs. 





After the 2008 financial crisis cost millions of 
people their homes, jobs and savings, Congress 
created the CFPB to protect the American people 
from financial tricks and traps. 

In its first six years, the consumer agency has 
made good on its mission: 

e It has returned nearly 

$12 billion directly to people 
who were cheated by banks, 
credit-card companies and 
student lenders. 

e It has handled more 

than 1 million consumer 
complaints, helping people 
resolve disputes with their banks. 

e It has created new rules for mortgages, credit 
cards, checking accounts, prepaid cards and 
payday loans. 

When I worked to set up the CFPB, one of my 
top priorities was the Office of Servicemember 
Affairs, which protects servicemembers, veterans 
and their families from predatory lenders and 
financial scams. I brought on Holly Petraeus to run 
the office, and it has provided $130 million in 
refunds for military families who were cheated. 

The CFPB protects regular Americans, not Wall 
Street. When Wells Fargo cheated its customers by 
opening millions of fake accounts in their names, 
the CFPB was the federal agency that stepped up 
and slapped the bank with a $100 million fine. 

There is a fight over who should serve as the 
CFPB director. As of this writing, President Trump 
is trying to bend the rules to support big banks’ 
fight against the agency, ignoring the law and 
appointing an acting director who hates the 
agency. Will the CFPB remain a strong, 
independent agency that protects American 
families, or will Wall Street succeed in weakening 
it? I believe the American people deserve a CFPB 
that is a strong cop on the beat. 





CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 


The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 » Phone: (202) 224-3121 
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 « Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Secure Your New U.S. 2018 Silver Dollars Now! 


illions of people collect the 
| \ / American Eagle Silver Dollar. In 

fact, it’s been the country’s most 
popular Silver Dollar for over thirty years. 
So when a new mintage of Silver Dollars is 
released, many of those same people are 
already standing in line, ready to secure 
the freshest silver coins straight from the 
U.S. Mint. 


Today, you can count yourself among the 
world’s top collectors by getting ahead of 
millions of Silver Dollar buyers and secur- 
ing freshly struck Brilliant Uncirculated 
2018 American Eagle Silver Dollars. 


America’s Brand New 


Silver Dollar 
This is a strictly limited release of one of the 
most beautiful silver coins in the world. 
Today you have the opportunity to secure 
these massive, hefty one full Troy ounce 
U.S. Silver Dollars in Brilliant Uncirculated 
(BU) condition. The 100-year-old design 
features a walking Lady Liberty draped in a 
U.S. flag on one side and a majestic U.S. 
Eagle and shield on the other. 


The Most Affordable 
Precious Metal— 
GOVERNMENT GUARANTEED 

Silver is by far the most affordable of all 
precious metals — and each full Troy ounce 
American Eagle Silver Dollar is govern- 
ment-guaranteed for its 99.9% purity, 
authenticity, and legal-tender status. 


A Coin Flip You Can’t 
Afford to Lose 

Why are we releasing the most popular 
Silver Dollar in America for a remarkably 
affordable price? We're doing it to intro- 
duce you to what hundreds of thousands of 
smart collectors and satisfied customers 
have known since 1984 — GovMint.com is 
the best source for coins worldwide. 


Timing is Everything 
Our advice? Keep this stunning offer to 
yourself. Once word gets out that 2018 
Silver Dollars are finally available, especially 
at such a great price, you'll be facing far 
more competition for those very first 2018 
Silver Dollars. But by calling today, you can 
secure yours ahead of the rush. 


Call Now And Beat the Crowd! 
The American Eagle Silver Dollar is one of 
the best selling and most widely collected 
silver coins in the world. Don’t miss out — 
call now and secure your very own 
American Eagle Silver Dollars ahead of the 
crowd. Plus, the more you buy, the more 
you save! 


2018 American Eagle Silver Dollar BU 
1-9 Coins - $23.70 each + s/h 

10-19 Coins - $21.80 each + FREE SHIPPING 
20+ Coins - $20.85 each + FREE SHIPPING 


Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes (if 
any). Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous 
purchases. 


Call today toll-free for fastest service 


1-800-514-6468 
Please mention this code when you call. 


GovMint.com = 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. ESB516-23 = Burnsville, MN 55337 


Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Facts and figures, including market values and the current ~ a 

population of specific graded, autographed or pedigreed coins are deemed accurate as of February 2018 and may change o = G OV NM | IN| T co NM ® 
significantly over time. NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues, Se. 4 . 

and privately issued and licensed collectibles, and is not affiliated with the United States government. GovMint.com is not 70 


an investment company and does not offer financial advice or sell items as an investment. The collectible coin market is 
speculative, and coin values may rise or fall over time. All rights reserved. © 2018 GovMint.com 


=> 


THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™ 








LIVING WELL 


Most of us who monitor our 
fat and cholesterol intake know 
there are two kinds of cholesterol 
in the body: low-density 
lipoprotein (LDL) and high-density 
lipoprotein (HDL). LDL is the bad 
stuff because it can build up on 
artery walls and cause blockages; 
HDL is the good stuff. 

As Healthy Living reports, an 
optimum HDL level is 60 or above 
and an optimum LDL number is 
less than 100. We can decrease our 
LDL by exercising regularly, cutting 
smoking and eating better. 

Among the foods that help 
increase HDL, Healthy Living 
names: 

Beans and legumes 

Whole grains (brown rice, oats, 
oat bran) 

High-fiber fruits (mangoes, 
raspberries, bananas) 

Fatty fish (salmon, tuna, 
mackerel) 

Flaxseeds 

Nuts (almonds, pecans, 
pistachios) 

Chia seeds 

Olive oil 

Niacin-rich foods (chicken 
breast, tomatoes, lettuce) 


Avocados 
“ y ' 
yr 
~~ we 
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Hearing trouble 
starts early. 


More than 360 million people 
worldwide suffer from disabling 
hearing loss — a condition linked to 
accelerated cognitive decline, 
depression, increased risk of 
dementia, poor balance, falls, 
hospitalization and early mortality. 

“Hearing damage is the result of 
both intensity and duration,” says 
University of Washington audiologist 
Kelly Tremblay. “A brief blast of sound 
can cause permanent loss of hearing, 
but daily exposure to lower levels can 
cause the same thing. Noise is noise, 
and the impact of noise — not just on 
the ear, but on our stress levels, 
cortisol levels, sleep deprivation and 
SO On - is very real.” 

Thanks to our “plugged-in” mindset, 
hearing damage is happening at 
younger ages. 

According to Selena Snowden, 
director of audiology services at 
Florida State University’s School of 
Communication Science & Disorders, 
loud sounds sometimes stun or bruise 
the hair cells in the inner ear. Those 
cells are weakened but can come back 
after a rest of 48 to 72 hours. However, 
the damage is done, “and when they 
do die, there’s no bringing them 
back,” Snowden says. 

A phenomenon known as “loudness 
recruitment” leads some people to 
believe their hearing is actually 
improving with age, when the 
opposite is true. 

“When the biology of the ear is 
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Media Bakery 


BY LANCE FRAZER 


damaged, people can find sounds to 
be uncomfortably loud,” Tremblay 
says. “Because of this, people often 
think their hearing is getting better ... 
but it’s acommon characteristic of 
hearing losses related to damage to 
the sensory cells of the cochlea 
following noise exposure, treatment 
with certain drugs and aging.” 

To help, Tremblay created a free app 
for smartphones called iHEARu. With 
it, users’ phones measure a location’s 
sound level, evaluate it and post its 
findings. Your phone’s GPS can guide 
you to the type of environment you're 
seeking. 

“If you know what places are apt to 
be loud, you can make the decision to 
bring ear protection,” Snowden says. 
“If you know the restaurant’s crowded 
and noisy at 7, go earlier, or at least ask 
management to turn down the 
background sound. When you go to 
the theater, bring hearing protection.” 

Talk to your physician and 
audiologist to make the right 
decisions for yourself regarding noise 
exposure. Noise-induced hearing loss 
affects one in 10 Americans, “so it will 
impact you or someone you know at 
some point,” Snowden says. “The only 
defense is to educate now and protect 


” 


Now. 


Lance Frazer is a California-based 
freelance writer specializing in health 
and medicine, science, nature and the 
environment. 
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QUALITY TESTED 


f- _-GOOD: 
HOUSEKEEPING) 

Qvog, S088 E999 0S 
Mar com SZ 


RANTY - ghseal-¢ 


Opens at the Touch 
of a Button! 






Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 


If youre tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out...or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weathev... 


At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio, while saving on energy bills! It’s the incredible SunSetter 
Retractable Awning! A simple...easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio more...rain or shine! 


The SunSetter® is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it’s 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 


So, stop struggling with the weather... 


wl ig & start enjoying your deck or patio more! OS en me 
y 
= f REE 1 y For a FREE Info Kit & DVD email your You pees full ee ml ore 
> 1 & name & address to freedvd@sunsetter.com Se ee 


Ext. 

34136 
Yes! Please aead yout it FREE Info Kit & DVD...including a 
$200 Savings Certificate... TODAY 


Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
Email eee 
Important: Be sure to give us your email address to receive our best deals!) 
unSetter’ 184 Charles Street, Dept. 34136, Malden, MA 02148 
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 


et SAVINGS « 


st a AWNING COVER 





©2018 SunSetter® Products 





LIVING WELL 


Airman Edward 
Santana-Acosta, 
20th Aircraft 
Maintenance 
Squadron tactical 
aircraft maintainer, 
dons hearing 
protection before 
marshalling an 
F-16CM Fighting 
Falcon at Shaw Air 


Force Base, S.C. 
U.S. Air Force 


Military-grade 
hearing protection 


In 2016, VA had 1,610,911 compensation 
receipts for tinnitus and 1,084,069 for 
hearing loss. Additionally, many veterans 
who score normally on hearing tests have 
trouble understanding speech. This 
condition, called auditory processing 
disorder, is associated with blast exposure. 

Proper fitting and consistent wearing of 
hearing protective devices (HPDs) help 
prevent hearing loss and tinnitus. Below are 
some of the Hearing Health Foundation’s 
suggestions for HPDs that protect without 
compromising safety: 

@ Earplugs Level-dependent earplugs use 
a filter that conveys soft noises at full 
strength yet eliminates high-frequency or 
impulse noise. They should be used in 
combination with other devices when 
operating aircraft or combat vehicles. 

@ Earmuffs Earmuffs block sound by 
creating an airtight barrier around the 
entire ear, and are best used for intermittent 
exposure to noise. Although they block 
softer sounds, including speech, some 
military-grade earmuffs contain an 
electronic system for clear communication. 
@ Noise-attenuating helmets These 
helmets protect from hearing loss, crash 
impact and eye injury while increasing 
communication through radio. Some 
include active noise-reducing technology 
to monitor sound energy around the ear 
and cancel unwanted noise while 
preserving verbal communication ability. 
= Suppressors Last year, the Marine Corps 
began using suppressors on service 
weapons. While they don’t completely 
drown out gunfire, they can reduce noise by 
more than 30 decibels. 

€® www.hhf.org 
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RESOURCES 

@ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: (, www.cdc.gov 
™ Dangerous Decibels ©“, dangerousdecibels.org 

@ Better Hearing Institute (. www.betterhearing.org 


# National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 
Disorders (, www.nidcd.nih.gov 


Ultrasound (frequency above 20kHz) is used in industry, and it’s 
also generated in everyday forms — for instance, sensing an 
approaching person to trigger the opening of a supermarket door, 
or through the operation of a public address system. 

Occupational exposure studies from the 1970s, though, indicate 
that ultrasound can cause migraine headaches, fatigue and tinnitus. 

Timothy Leighton, professor of ultrasonics and underwater 
acoustics at the University of Southampton, recently measured 
ultrasound in public locations where visitors complained of a range 
of symptoms matching many of those in the 1970s studies. 

“These historical data were not taken on sufficient numbers of 
people, nor were they repeated sufficiently to confirm that 
ultrasound caused the effect,” Leighton says. “But they are indicative 
that research to confirm or deny ultrasound can cause such effects 
is needed.” 

Surveying some two dozen guidelines in different countries, 
Leighton found that all but one related to occupational rather than 
public exposure. The only one related to public exposure was an 
interim guideline, because at the time there was almost no data to 
go on; the guideline was to be revised when data came in - “which it 
never did,” he says. 

Leighton points out that occupational exposure — where workers 
know they’re being exposed, can wear protection, and have hearing 
tests and health checks — is different from exposure of the general 
public, “where the person exposed might be of any age and medical 
history, does not know they're being exposed, is not protected and 
is exposed for an unknown length of time without health checks 
looking for the effects of ultrasonic exposure.” 

According to Hamid Djalilian, University of California at Irvine 
professor of otolaryngology, ultrasound is used by U.S. law 
enforcement for crowd control, as well as some shopping malls to 
prevent teenagers from loitering. Younger people tend to be more 
sensitive to ultrasound than older adults. 

Djalilian says the risk to U.S. public health from ultrasound is low, 
but Leighton believes more research is needed. His concern is 
complacency about the dangers, particularly the fact that new 
guidelines are based on old ones with insufficient data. 

“Lack of data ... and evidence of poor protocols for setting 
standards should be a mandate for caution and for getting the data 
for reliable guidelines,” Leighton says. 
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Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions. 


New amplified phone lets you % 
hear AND see the conversation. 
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The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 


to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss. 


Do you get discouraged when 

you hear your telephone ring? 

Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation — once an important 
part of everyday life — has become 


WiFi Capable. Callers do not 
need special equipment or a 
captioned telephone in order 
to speak with you. 


Finally... a phone 
you can use again. 
The Hamilton CapTel 


a thing of the past. Because they alee a 
can’t understand what is said fast resda nal 
to them on the phone, they’re P ’ 
often cut off from friends, family, make phone 
doctors and caregivers. Now, calls easier. 
thanks to innovative technology The keypad 
there is finally a better way. has large, % 
easy to use = T= 
A simple idea... made possible buttons. You “YY, ; 
with sophisticated technology. get adjustable C4 Laduala 


If you have trouble understanding 
a Call, captioned telephone can 
change your life. During a phone 
call the words spoken to you 
appear on the phone’s screen — 
similar to closed captioning on 
TV. So when you make or receive 
a call, the words spoken to you 
are not only amplified by 

the phone, but scroll across 
the phone so you can listen 
while reading everything 

that’s said to you. Each 

call is routed through a call 
center, where computer 


volume amplification 

along with the ability to 

save captions for review later. It 
even has an answering machine 
that provides you with the 
captions of each message. 







technology — aided by alive SEE what 
representative — generates you've been 
voice-to-text translations. missing! 


The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. 
Your conversation is private 
and the captioning service 
doesn’t cost you a penny. Internet 
Protocol Captioned Telephone 
Service (IP CTS) is regulated 

and funded by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) and is designed exclusively 
for individuals with hearing loss. 








hello 
kK grandma this ig 


aitlynn how are you 
loday? | wanted to 
Say thank you 
for the birthday Card 


ales, at 
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“For years | avoided phone 
calls because | couldn't 
understand the caller... 

now I don’t miss a thing!” 


See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. Try a 
captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 
refund of the product purchase 
price. It even comes witha 
o-year warranty. 


Captioned 
Telephone 


Call now for our special 
introductory price! 


Call now Toll-Free 


1-888-827-7904 


Please mention promotion code 108665. 


To learn more, visit www.fcc.gov. 
The Hamilton CapTel phone 
requires telephone service and 
high-speed Internet access. 





— 
& 


The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss. In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone. Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc. d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications. CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 


81135 






ie 
— - ee 


if Bo ee " F 
eae Sy i 
Pa Tetee nai vi 4 
ee 
i = , * 
a ARR 
f _ a “i= 
_ . 
re 
t 


Sn ene 1 


T Se 
ue 
= 


US. Air Force Academy Cadet Chapel Visit Colorado Springs 


While you might be familiar with these cities 
because of their military schools and bases, they 
offer plenty more to see and experience. 


COLORADO SPRINGS About an hour south of 
Denver, Colorado Springs is a family-friendly 
destination on the edge of the Rocky Mountains, 
with plenty of activities and goregeous scenery. 
Home to the Air Force Academy with its famous 
17-spire multifaith chapel, the city is also known 
for America’s mountain, Pikes Peak, and the U.S. 
Olympic Training Center. Don’t miss the National 
Museum of World War II Aviation and the Peterson 
Air & Space Museum. 


ANNAPOLIS On the site of the Naval Academy in 
Maryland, visitors can tour “the yard” (students’ 
term for the campus) and the Naval Academy 
Museum. But there’s more to Annapolis than 
midshipmen. Known as America’s Sailing 

Capital, the city hosts several regattas and sailing 
competitions. Other stops include the Annapolis 
Maritime Museum and the homes of all four of 
Maryland’s Declaration of Independence signers. 


PENSACOLA Home of the nation’s first naval air 
station, Pensacola, Fla., has produced its share of 
famous aviators, including astronauts Alan 
Shepard and Neil Armstrong. It’s also where the 
Blue Angels hang their helmets. Take time to see 
the National Naval Aviation Museum, the world’s 
largest museum of its type, as well as three 








Wikimedia Commons 
In celebration of the 
first anniversary of 
Philadelphia's Museum lig 
of the American 
Revolution, enjoy free 
admission on April 19 
from 3 to 8 p.m. 
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historic forts dating back to 1829. And, of course, 
enjoy Pensacola’s sugar-white beaches and 
turquoise waters. 


VIRGINIA BEACH The military history of 
Virginia Beach, Va., predates the country’s 
founding. Take a bus tour of Naval Air Station 
Oceana, the Navy’s East Coast master jet base and 
home to 20 aviation squadrons. Aviation 
enthusiasts can also see World War II aircraft at 
the Military Aviation Museum, as well as a Navy 
memorial to air personnel along the Virginia Beach 
oceanfront boardwalk. The city has 29 miles of 
beaches, historic lighthouses and state parks. 


SAN ANTONIO Now celebrating its 300th 
anniversary, this Texas city has branded itself 
Military City USA because of its long relationship 
with the nation’s armed forces. Home of the 
Alamo, San Antonio is also the site of the nation’s 
largest joint base. Check out military attractions 
like the USAF Airman Heritage Museum, the Texas 
Air Museum and the Military Working Dog Teams 
National Monument. Other things to see and do 
include a boat tour of the cypress-lined River 
Walk, the San Antonio Zoo and SeaWorld San 
Antonio, which offers discounts for active-duty 
military and veterans. 


Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at 
GotoTravelGal.com. 





StockSnap.io a 
Enterprise ranks highest in 
overall customer 
satisfaction among 
car-rental companies, 
followed by National, 
Alamo and Hertz, according 
to a study from J.D. Power. 


Never Forget! 


Brotherhood of Veterans Ring 


A bold tribute in stainless steel and black onyx: 
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Honor with pride the courageous individuals who 
have answered their country’s call over the years 
with the “Brotherhood of Veterans” Ring—a 
custom-crafted jewelry exclusive paying tribute to 
those who served and forged a bond that remains 
to this day. 


A Masterful Achievement in 
Craftsmanship and Design 

Crafted of solid stainless steel, as tough and dura- 
ble as those who fought to protect our freedom, 
the “Brotherhood of Veterans” Ring features a 
stirring sculpted portrait of three vets against a 
genuine black onyx center stone. A dramatic motif 
of stars and stripes flanks each side of the band, 
and engraved inside are the meaningful words, 
“Pride and Brotherhood.” 


Exceptional Value... Expertly crafted in veteran-tough solid stainless steel 

Immeasurable Significance 
The perfect way to show you “will never forget”, Genuine black onyx center inlay featuring 
or a great gift for the veteran in your life, this a dramatically detailed veterans sculpture 
magnificent ring can be yours for just $99*, 
payable in four convenient installments of $24.75. Engraved with the words “Pride and Brotherhood” 
To reserve a ring in your name, backed by our 
unconditional 120-day guarantee, send no money A FINE JEWELRY EXCLUSIVE 


now. Just fill out and send in 
the Priority Reservation 
today. But hurry—this 









LIMITED TIME OFFER PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOW 
Reservations will be 
accepted on a first-come, 





is a limited time offer! first-served basis. = JEWELRY = 
Please respond as soon 
*For information on sales tax you as possible. 9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393 


may Owe to your state, 


g0 to bradfordexchange.com/use tax. YES. Please reserve the “Brotherhood of Veterans” Ring for me 


as described in this announcement. Ring size: (if Known) 


Arrives ina custom Signature —‘“—s—sSSSCs 











presentation case Mrs. Mr. Ms. 
ra Name (Please Print Clearly) 
with Certificate of 
Authenticity | Shown actual size. Address 
Your Complete Satisfaction Cit State Zi 


Guaranteed 





E-mail (optional) 
To assure a proper fit, a 


you after your reservation Plus a total of $9.98 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). 


www. bradfordexchange.com/16443 
has been accepted. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales subject to product availability 


©1984. VVMF and EE. Hart. All Rights Reserved. Used with permission. and order acceptance. 
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VETERANS UPDATE 


VA: Expand caregiver plan, tighten eligibility 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 


VA Secretary David Shulkin told the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee in February that the 
Trump administration will support expanding 
caregiver benefits to catastrophically injured 
veterans from pre-9/11 war eras if Congress 
simultaneously votes to tighten eligibility criteria. 

Shulkin said caregivers shouldn’t qualify for the 
program unless the veteran has Tier 3 injuries, 
which means being unable to 
perform at least three 
activities of daily living. 
Currently, caregivers qualify 
for comprehensive benefits if 
the veteran can’t perform one 
daily activity, such as 
dressing. 

Current post-9/11 veterans 
and caregivers would be 
protected from the new 
requirements, receiving full 
caregiver benefits for as long 
as they meet the program criteria established in the 
original 2010 law. 

Also, Shulkin said, veterans should be eligible for 
caregiver benefits if the veteran suffers from severe 
cognitive dysfunction related to service. 

Regarding Shulkin’s proposed changes, Rep. Phil 
Roe, R-Tenn., chairman of the House committee, 
told him, “I think that’s something we could carry 
to Congress and get passed. I really believe it is.” 

The caregivers of 26,000 veterans severely 
injured physically or mentally since 9/11 currently 
qualify for the comprehensive caregiver benefit, 
which provides a monthly cash stipend, access to 
CHAMPVA coverage, mental health services, 
counseling, caregiver training and a paid period of 
respite away from their caregiver responsibilities. 

If Congress were to expand the program 
unchanged to severely injured veterans of the 
World War II, Korean, Vietnam and Persian Gulf 
war eras, an additional 188,000 caregivers would 
become eligible, Shulkin said. But if it adopts the 
tighter screening requirement VA recommends, 
only an additional 40,000 would qualify. 

At the Feb. 6 hearing, committee members joined 
Shulkin and representatives of veterans service 
organizations in citing the unfairness of providing 
comprehensive caregiver benefits to post-9/11 
veterans while denying them, for decades now, to 
previous generations of veterans. 
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Late last year, the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee approved the Caring for Our Veterans 
Act (S. 2193), which included a plan by Sen. Patty 
Murray, D-Wash., to improve caregiver benefits and 
expand them, in phases, to older generations of 
veterans at a five-year cost of $3.4 billion. However, 
the full Senate delayed any vote on the measure, in 
part because no senator had a plan to cover the 
bill’s total cost of $56 billion 
through 2022. 

Veterans groups support 
Shulkin’s approach. “We 
certainly won’t oppose any 
efforts to expand in any 
way,” said Sarah Dean of 
Paralyzed Veterans of 
America. “And if starting 
with Tier 3 is what we have 
to do to start them, we 
absolutely support that.” But, 
she added, “It just won’t be 
the end of the conversation.” 

“Congress often tackles the cost of important 
veterans’ benefits with incremental improvements,” 
Adrian Atizado of Disabled American Veterans 
testified. But lawmakers shouldn’t delay further 
actions to ensure all veterans are “equitably 
treated” on caregiver benefits. 

The American Legion also supports Shulkin’s 
“logical” plan to extend caregiver benefits to older 
generations of veterans, said Louis Celli, director of 
the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
Division. He said other federal caregiver-benefit 
plans set eligibility criteria at three activities of 
daily living, so Shulkin’s proposal would align VA’s 
plan with other disability programs. 

Also, Celli said, the Legion welcomes Shulkin’s 
call to expand the program to injured veterans 
with catastrophic cognitive dysfunction, which 
should mean that traumatic brain injury “would be 
taken at face value” to gain benefits approval. 

Murray, however, rejected Shulkin’s tradeoff of 
tightening eligibility in return for expanding 
benefits to older veterans. “We should be working 
to expand support for veterans’ caregivers, not 
restricting it further,” she said. “I will fight against 
it any way I can in the Senate.” 


Photo courtesy Department of Veterans Affairs 


Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for more than 40 years. 





Did your iob give you 
Lung Cancer? 


If you suffer from Lung Cancer or Mesothelioma, and were exposed 
to Asbestos on the job — even decades ago —- you may be entitled to 
substantial compensation (even if you’ve been a smoker)! |t costs you 
nothing to find out. And, until you win, it costs you nothing up front if we 
take on your case. 


Weitz & Luxenberg is acknowledged as a national leader among law 
firms experienced in litigating Asbestos-related claims. We have already 
won over $17 Billion in verdicts and settlements for working people just 
like you. For a free consultation please call us today at 800-LAW-6789 
or visit us at www.LungCancerTrusts.com 


WEITZ Ay LUXENBERG 


ASBESTOS | DRUGS/MEDICAL DEVICES | ENVIRONMENTAL | NEGLIGENCE 





700 BROADWAY | NEW YORK, NY 10003 
BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY, CALIFORNIA & MICHIGAN 


800-LAW-6789 


www.LungCancerlrusts.com 
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ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states 
wherein we do not maintain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. 
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NET RESULT 


Former Navy SEAL Bo Reichenbach credits 
hockey with saving him more than once. 


BY HENRY HOWARD 


rom behind his goalie mask, Landon 
Reichenbach listens attentively to his 
father and coach, Bo. They work on 
drills - skating side to side, handling the 
stick, reading the offensive players. Their 
mutual love for the sport is an unbreakable 
bond. 

For Landon, hockey represents the 
dreams of what may come. “The NHL,” the 
9-year-old says with a smile, referring to the 
top professional league in North America. 

But for his dad, hockey is a lifeline - a 
sport that has saved him more than once. 

In fact, it was Bo’s love for Landon and 
his passion for hockey that inspired the 
former Navy SEAL during rehab after losing 
both legs when he stepped on an IED in 
Afghanistan on July 17, 2012. 





“LAST MAN STANDING’ Hockey has been 
a part of Bo’s life since age 4. A doctor 
recommended the sport as a way for “the 
wild young kid” to harness his ADHD. 
Growing up in Billings, Mont., Bo played 
year-round, often spending stretches of time 
in Canada in competitive leagues. His 
fondest memories include winning state 
championships and playing on travel teams. 

“One travel team actually went down to 
Colorado and did surprisingly well,” he 
recalls. “I had two, maybe three, shutouts 
in a row, which hadn’t been done before. 
That helped us get very far and was 
probably the highlight of my younger years 
of playing hockey.” 


Hockey’s combination of action and 
camaraderie made it an ideal fit. 

“Hockey’s a very physical sport,” says Bo, 
who has played on the U.S. Paralympic 
team. “Lots of action, and obviously the 
team aspect of it. ’ve been part of teams 
my whole life, and it gives you a chance to 
push each other and create a brotherhood 
and learn things together and move on 
throughout life with all those lessons.” 

As a goalie, Bo saw his role as “protecting 
the home for the team. I’ve always had that 
passion, to be that last man standing for the 
team to try to be a part of it.” 

The hockey culture kept Bo focused. But 
eventually his off-ice transgressions ejected 
him from the sport he loved. 

“When I got in trouble when I was 
younger, it actually took some hockey 
opportunities away from me, and that was 
obviously a huge lesson in my life,” he says. 
“At that point, I kind of thought hockey was 
done for me. That was pretty heartbreaking 
because I loved it, and I knew I was good 
at it. I didn’t get back on the ice until after 
I joined the Navy and got on the SEAL 
teams.” 


“$O, THIS IS IT’ When Bo found trouble, 
he wound up in his first military-like 
experience. He enrolled in the Montana 
Youth Challenge Program, run by the 
National Guard. It’s a structured military- 
style academy that helps at-risk youth 
develop skills to become productive adults. 
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A year after leaving the academy, Bo learned he 
would become a father. 


“That motivated me to want to do something 
more and to push myself,” says Bo, who began 
researching all the military branches. “I thought, 
‘If I’m going to do this, I want to push myself. 

I want to do the hardest thing possible.” 

After SEAL training, Bo’s unit arrived in 
Afghanistan in early January 2012. 

“Bo was an exceptional warrior,” says Chris 
Serle, who met Bo in training and later deployed 
with him. “He was really humble and quite calm 
and didn’t really let anyone get to him. In 
Afghanistan, I never really saw him show fear.” 

Instead, Bo showed resilience and initiative. 
Serle says Bo taught himself how to use a mortar. 
“He started carrying a mortar tube with him 
everywhere he went as a secondary weapon,” 
Serle recalls. “It definitely saved lives on the 
battlefield. That was all him. No one told him to 
do it, no one taught him to do it, he just went out 
and practiced and became an expert, which is 
pretty impressive.” 

After about two months of relative calm, the 
action intensified for months. The morning of July 
17 was “a really quiet day.” Bo, Serle and two 
others went out to prevent enemy soldiers from 
launching an ambush. “Nothing was going on, 
which was very weird for the area we were in,” 
Bo remembers. 

An IED not only broke the silence but changed 
their lives forever. 
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“T was carrying a machine gun, loaded down 
with quite a bit of weight, and stepped on the IED 
and immediately lost my left leg,” he says. “All 
the frag hit my right leg and right arm, and also 
hit one of my best friends (Serle) in the face. 

“T was in a daze, not really sure what was going 
on. I went to grab my tourniquet, and was trying 
to put it on my left leg, but it was gone.” 

Struggling to use his wounded arms, Bo 
thought, “So, this is it.” Suddenly, a medic 
jumped in to apply tourniquets and an IV. Bo and 
Serle each yelled for the medics to attend to the 
other one first. 

Serle suffered severe wounds to his face and 
lost his left eye. “I remember him saying, ‘I love 
you, bro. We’re going to get through this.’ It’s that 
toughness Bo showed in the worst moment of his 
life that says a lot about him.” 

As the pain began to set in, Bo focused on his 
family. “I really kept thinking, ‘I got to get home 
to my family. I got to fight to get home to my son. 
I got to see him one more time.’ He’s obviously 
been a huge motivator for my whole life and his 
whole life. Going through SEAL training, I always 
told myself, ‘I’m going to tell my son, never quit 
something.” 

Bo and Landon chatted on video several times 
during the recovery. About three months after the 
explosion, they reunited in person. 

“He just ran into my arms and gave me the 
biggest hug, and he’s been by my side ever since,” 
he says. 


ORIGINAL & AUTHENTIC U.S. GOV'T 
$5 GOLD LIBERTY COINS 
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CALL NOW 
1-877-227-2646 


1878-1904 We ow NO RISK GUARANTEE 








DATES OF OUR CHOICE ~~ As with all of our rare coin offerings, you must be completely satisfied 
GOOD OR BETTER CONDITION with your purchase. You have fifteen (15) days upon receipt to return 


any or all coins for a full, prompt refund of your purchase price. 





STARTING TODAY, 


Aerlooms is set to release a small group of original and authentic $5 Liberty Head gold coins that circulated 
in the United States more than a century ago. These beautiful and historic solid gold coins contain nearly a 
quarter ounce of pure gold and are perfect for individuals who want to own gold. 


Our inventory is extremely limited. Call today to secure your order. 


, Vault Code: ALLIB-0318 
“ee | a 8 vf vf = V 2 vi a C '@ ; i Price daca a insurance. Availability not 


guaranteed. Coins enlarged to show exquisite detail. 
heey Ae fs | oto} saree] aa) Price is subject to change with out notice. Please read 


AMERICAN EAGLE RESERVE 


important disclosures found on www.Aerlooms.com 










It was close to 10 a.m. in 
Montana on July 17, 2012, when Bo’s father, Don 
Reichenbach, received a call from a satellite 
phone via Hawaii. “Hey buddy, what’s going on?” 
he asked, thinking it was Bo. 
“T heard another gentleman say, ‘No, sir. This is 


999 


his CO, Commander Hayes,’” Don recalls. “Right 
at that moment my heart sank. He assured me my 
son was still alive (but) badly injured and kind of 
helped me through it.” 

The Reichenbachs met their son at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center, five days after 
the explosion. He was groggy from the surgeries 
and long flight but in good spirits. 

“It’s your son, you knew what kind of an 
athlete, what kind of young man he was, and 
what’s going through your head is, ‘What will he 
be able to do after this?’” Don says. “We’re a 
pretty strong and creative family. So I knew we 
could get through it, once we got through the 
hospital part, and we were going to figure out 
how to do a lot of things.” 


Once again, hockey 
came to the rescue. While at Walter Reed, the 
family learned about sled hockey and how it’s 
used to help rehab wounded veterans. 

“As a hockey family all our lives, we never 
really even looked into sled hockey,” says 
Don, who coached Bo and his brother, Ty, a 
professional goalie. “It wasn’t a real big sport at 
the time. But we thought it could be interesting. 
One Wednesday evening we went down to the ice 
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rink and gave it a try. It was actually good for 
both of us. I was able to be down on the ice, 
seeing these guys, with whatever limbs they had, 
out there competing again. That was actually 
great to see.” 

Bo moved through rehab quickly. Three months 
after the explosion, he was on the ice stopping 
shots from players of the National Hockey 
League’s Washington Capitals. Fourteen months 
after being wounded, Bo was among veterans in 
the inaugural Never Quit Challenge, a 1,600-mile 
personal watercraft ride, starting in Key West, 
Fla., and arriving in New York City on Sept. 11. 

“Rehab went very quick for me,” Bo says. 

“T was pushing; I’ve always been a quick healer 
with a lot of things, and my therapist was always 
trying to hold me back just a little bit - not to 
push it too hard and too far too quick.” 

Still, the invisible wounds of war posed 
challenges. 

“When it comes to PTSD and depression, 
everyone has it,” he says. “Everyone has bad 
days. I can admit that I have bad days. Not 
everything’s pretty. Life’s not easy. It’s not 
perfect. I have to wake up to put my legs on or 
whatever, or hop into my chair to go to the 
bathroom. You can’t put it all on yourself. A lot of 
veterans put pressure on themselves because 
they’re not performing the way they used to or 
what they know that their potential could be.” 

As part of his rehab, Bo relays his experiences 
to hockey teams, including ones for which Ty has 
played. 


Chicago Doctor Invents 





Health |EXCLUSIVE 


Affordable Hearing Aid 


New nearly invisible digital hearing aid breaks price barrier - 82% LESS 


Reported by J. Page 

Chicago: A local Board-certified physician 
has done it once again with his newest 
invention of a medical-grade, ALL-DIGITAL, 
affordable hearing aid. 


This new digital hearing aid is packed with 
all the features of $4,000 competitors at a mere 
fraction of the cost. Now, most people 
with hearing loss are able to enjoy crystal clear, 
natural sound—in a crowd, on the phone, 
in the wind—without suffering through 
“whistling” and annoying background noise. 


Digital Hearing Aid Outperforms 
Expensive Competitors 


This sleek, fully programmed, light-weight, 
hearing aid is the outgrowth of the digital 
revolution that is changing our world. While 
demand for “all things digital” caused most prices 
to plunge (consider DVD players and computers, 
which originally sold for thousands of dollars and 
today can be purchased for less), the cost of 
a digital medical-grade hearing aid remains out 
of reach. The doctor knew that many of his 
patients would benefit but couldn't afford the 
expense of these new digital hearing aids. 
Generally they are not covered by Medicare 
and most private health insurance plans. 


Cereal 
Invisible! 


SAME FEATURES AS 
EXPENSIVE HEARING AID 
COMPETITORS 


V Mini Behind-the-Ear hearing 
aid with thin tubing for a nearly 
invisible profile 


V Automatic Dual Directional 
Microphones and Adaptive Noise 
Suppression help you focus 


seamlessly on the conversation, 
not the noise around you 


Y Feedback Cancellation 
eliminates whistling 


Wide Dynamic Range 
Compression makes soft sounds 
audible and loud sounds 
comfortable 


Telecoil setting for use with 
compatible phones, & looped 
environments like churches 


4 Programs, Volume Control 
Button and in-ear voice prompts 
so you can communicate 
confidently, even in the most 


challenging listening environments 





Can a hearing aid delay or prevent dementia? 
A study by Johns Hopkins and the National Institute 
on Aging suggests older individuals with hearing loss 


are significantly more likely to develop dementia over 
time than those who retain their hearing. They suggest 


that an intervention—such as a hearing aid—could delay 


or prevent dementia by improving hearing! 


“Satisfied Buyers Agree - MDHearingAid 
is the Best Digital Value!” 


“Lam hearing things | didn’t know | was missing. Really amazing. 
I’m wearing them all the time.” —Larry |., Indiana 








“Almost work too well. |am a teacher and hearing much better 
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“Hockey has had a huge part in me being a 
SEAL and through my recovery and everything,” 
Bo says. “I really found it easy to talk to hockey 
players about the SEAL teams because it’s a 
brotherhood, and we hold each other accountable. 
You tell each other if something’s wrong; you fix 
it. We work hard, we push each other every day. 
You just have a brotherhood, you Know you’re 
traveling everywhere, eat, sleep and do every- 
thing together as a team.” 

Just like the team dynamic of youth hockey and 
the brotherhood of SEALs, Bo needed - and found 
— camaraderie when he returned home. 


SUPPORT NETWORK When George Blackard 
heard of Bo’s injuries, he jumped into action. 
Then commander of American Legion Post 117 
in Billings, Blackard set in motion a one-day 
concert/barbecue that raised about $15,000 for 
the family. 

“Going through the recovery with him was a 
challenge, of course,” says Lacy, Bo’s wife. “I just 
wanted to be as supportive as I could be, and I 
knew that he needed support from his family and 
friends. The Legion and the people there are very 
community-involved and were willing to do 
whatever it took to help our family.” 

Bo quietly started giving back to the post. He 
would visit Blackard every so often and drop off a 
few completed membership applications. 

“He just took it upon himself to be a recruiter,” 
Blackard says. “He recruited quality people - 
people who have gotten very involved in the post, 
taken up committee chair positions. He just 
became a recruiter that everybody wants and we 
didn’t even ask him for that.” 

In addition to his recruiting prowess, Bo recom- 
mends ideas for improvements at the post. For 
example, he suggested changes to the post’s 
annual Warrior Run fundraiser. Previously, most 
participants left soon after finishing. 

“Now they’re hanging out, they’re staying, 
visiting with the veterans, making it more of an 
all-day thing than just a few hours,” Blackard 
says. “That was a big idea because that gives us 
opportunities to talk about the Legion and to raise 
more money.” 

For Bo, it’s his way of giving back. 

“The post and specifically George have been 
there for me and my family since the beginning,” 
Bo says. “That obviously means the world to me 
to know that people have my back. I continue to 
help out when I can to give back to the post and 
to our community.” 
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Watch a video about 
Bo Reichenbach online: 
& www.legion.org/legiontv 





BACK TO THE RINK While getting re-settled in 
Billings, Bo’s stubbornness blocked him from 
returning to the ice. But in time, the smell of the 
ice, the brotherhood of the locker room and the 
shared passion with Landon lured him back. 

“Once again, I was thinking that hockey was 
out of my life forever,” Bo says. “But one of the 
best feelings I ever had was being able to skate 
with my boy. I found hockey again and continue 
to play hockey.” 

Whether he is coaching Landon and other 
youths at a summer camp or representing Team 
USA on the national Paralympic team, hockey 
provides that needed spark. 

“T need to be doing something where people 
depend on me to show up in the morning or do 
something and that’s why I have hockey now,” he 
says. “I have played for Team USA these last few 
years. It’s been awesome. It’s given me something 
to push for. Those guys depend on me.” 

So does Landon. Full of energy, Landon enjoyed 
having his dad as one of his coaches during last 
summer’s weeklong camp at Centennial Ice Rink 
in Billings. It’s the same rink where Bo’s love of 
hockey blossomed - at essentially the same age 
Landon is now. 

“IT saw my dad play and I thought it would be 
pretty fun,” Landon says. “I started to like it, and 
I wanted to play.” 

On the ice, Bo easily dispatches advice to the 
skaters. “When your team wins, you win, too!” he 
calls out during a skills competition. 

During a break between sessions, Bo acknowl- 
edges a compliment about Landon’s performance 
but clarifies the current priority. “He’s having 
fun,” he says of his boy. 

Bo navigates his sled toward the locker room as 
a Zamboni cleans the ice for the next group. 
Landon and friends cool off, hydrate and enjoy a 
snack. Life is good for the Reichenbachs, sharing 
quality time on the ice. 

“It’s awesome,” Bo says. “I love being out here 
with the kids.” & 


Henry Howard is deputy director of media and 
communications for The American Legion. 
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BY LELAND SORENSEN 


“iit has been said that a veteran — active duty, 

4 Tetired, National Guard or reserves - is some- 
BS one who, at one point in his or her life, wrote a 
wl blank check made payable to the United States 
of America for an amount up to and including his 
or her own life. 

In 1967, I signed my name to that blank check. 

I committed to a four-year enlistment in the Air 
Force and volunteered to become a pararescueman 
— a PJ, for short. After training for more than a 
year, I was sent to Southeast Asia and assigned to 
an aerospace rescue and recovery squadron at 
Nakhon Phanom, Thailand - also Known as NKP 
— which is separated from Vietnam by the country 
of Laos. Why would a PJ be assigned to a peaceful 
base two countries away from Vietnam? Because 
contrary to what the U.S. government was 
admitting, we were fighting a war in Laos as well, 
not only bombing the Ho Chi Minh Trail there but 
supporting friendlies in the Laotian civil war. I’m 
never quite sure how to answer the question, 
“Were you in the Vietnam War?” 

In March 1969, at 21, I was involved in a rescue 
attempt to recover a downed F-105 pilot who had 
been on an air strike of a ZPU anti-aircraft artillery 
gun site in northern Laos. The pilot’s jet had been 
hit by ground fire, filling his cockpit with smoke 
and forcing him to eject. As he descended in his 
parachute, he was observed by other aircraft to 
be tearing up classified documents before 
disappearing into the trees. The rescue operation 
continued for more than three hours. He never once 
Came up on his emergency radio. 

Less than three months earlier, another 
pararescueman had been lowered from a hovering 
helicopter into the jungle to recover a pilot who 
also never came up on his emergency radio. As that 
PJ and his pilot were about to be brought up on the 
hoist cable, the enemy opened fire on them and the 
helicopter. 

That PJ radioed, “I’m hit. Pull up!” As the 
helicopter began to fly off, the cable snapped. The 
PJ and pilot were never recovered. Charles Douglas 
King was the PJ lost on that Christmas Day in 1968, 
one of the more than 82,000 Americans still 
missing in action from past U.S. military operations 





Four decades after enemy fire prevented his recovery of 


a downed pilot, Leland Sorensen traveled to Laos to help 
locate the hillside Wa alahes it happened. INCOM ACSA RLS CIR 








Sorensen enlisted in the Air Force in 1967 and served as a 
pararescueman (PJ) during the Vietnam War. He later received 
the Silver Star for gallantry in ACtiON. Photo courtesy Leland Sorensen 


and one of about 300 who went MIA in Laos. He 
had slept in the bunk bed beneath mine. 

Three months later, my mission bore an eerie 
resemblance: pilot down, no emergency radio call. 

Our rescue helicopters flew in pairs - designated 
as “low bird” and “high bird.” After our low bird 
made two unsuccessful attempts to recover our 
pilot, the high bird was sent in. I was the PJ on that 
high bird. The low bird had aborted its first attempt 
when the PJ accidently discharged his M-16 as he 
was descending on the hoist cable. After they 
returned to the hover, the second attempt was 
aborted when a fray in the cable was discovered, 
again as the PJ was being lowered to the ground. 
Now, nearly three hours after our F-105 pilot had 
ejected, I would be going to the ground. 

King’s Christmas Day rescue attempt was very 
much on my mind that March afternoon. 

After we came to a hover, I was lowered to the 
esround down-slope from the pilot’s parachute. 
Upon reaching the grassy slope, I hugged the 
eround and checked the tree lines to my left and 
right for any activity. Seeing nothing, I cautiously 
started up the hillside to where the parachute was 
located in the tree line. As I neared the spot, 

I began to see blood in the grass and on the 
eround. As I got closer, more blood. I was just a few 
feet away before I noticed the pilot wrapped up in 
the parachute - his torn flight suit exposing a 
compound fracture to his femur. He had fallen 
through the canopy of the trees further uphill and 
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had rolled violently downward, wrapping up in his 
parachute before he was stopped by an outcropping 
in the tree line. He had survived the ground fire 
and ejection only to die in the landing. 

I radioed that the pilot was dead. If something 
happened before we were able to egress the area, at 
least his status would be known. Someone came 
back over the radio and exclaimed, “Then get him, 
and get the hell out of there!” 

I remember thinking, “I don’t know what you are 
so excited about - I’m the one on the ground.” 

I thought about what I had just heard over the 
radio and evaluated the situation. I decided that it 
might be advisable to not spend any more time in 
the area. It would have taken considerable time to 
free and remove the body from the parachute and 
equipment, and we had now been in the area for 
more than three hours. It was after 5 p.m. We did 
not perform nighttime rescues, and we still needed 
to fly back to Thailand. I returned to the jungle 
penetrator seat at the end of the hoist cable. As 
I was being raised to the helicopter, I thought, “If 
this is a trap, now is when I find out.” Fortunately, 
nothing happened. Only recently have I learned 
that some of the rescue aircraft that day had heard 
eround fire and seen an “approximate battalion” of 
the enemy in a nearby village. 

We all assumed that a ground team would soon 
go in to recover the body. 

In December 2013, I found out this had never 
happened. That’s when I received an email from 
the government asking for help in locating the 
aircrew of Jolly Green 09 or Jolly Green 16 from 
March 17, 1969. I emailed back that I was the PJ 
who went to the ground that day. When asked if 
I could identify the area where the rescue attempt 


32 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | APRIL 2018 


Writing in his journal at 
base camp, Sorensen 
called initial attempts 


to locate the site of 
Ist Lt. David Dinan’s 
landing “discouraging.” 


Photo courtesy Leland Sorensen 


took place, I reported that I did not get a good view 
of the area from the back of the HH-3E helicopter, 
but I did get a good view of the hillside. Eventually, 
arrangements were made for me to join a JPAC 
(Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command) team in 
Hawaii and accompany it to Laos. 

After processing through Hawaii, I flew to Laos 
with the team on a C-17. I spent my first week 
helping to excavate a hillside where another F-105 
had crashed into a cloud-concealed hilltop in 1969. 
Eventually we were joined by the investigative 
team (IT), and for three days I was assigned to it. 

The first day with the IT, we flew around in a 
helicopter so I could look at the positions reported 
in the 1969 search-and-rescue logs. During the 
three-hour period of the attempted rescue, there 
were several “new positions” reported by various 
aircraft. These migrated to the northwest from the 
initial position by more than eight miles. 

When asked which site I would like to check 
first, I said I assumed that the last position would 
be most accurate. However, as we flew that area, it 
was quickly obvious to me that we were not 
looking at the right terrain. We then flew to the 
next-to-the-last new position. Again, it was the 
wrong terrain. Eventually, we made it to the first 
two reported positions, and the terrain looked like 
it could be correct. 

However, the method of reporting those positions 
would only put us in a general area covering 
several square miles. Our pilot flew around the 
valleys and rolling hills, allowing me to scan the 
area. As I looked at the terrain below, I became 
painfully aware that I was not going to be able to 
point out the hillside where I had stood 45 years 
earlier. 
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The farming 
practice in that part of 
Laos includes burning 
off some of the jungle. 
The ashes provide 
fertilizer to grow rice 
for a few years. After 
that, another patch of 
jungle is burned off, 
and the previous 
patch is allowed to 
erow over again. As 
we flew the area, all 
I saw were the various 
stages of this farming 
practice. How many 
times in 45 years had my hillside been burned? 

In my journal I wrote, “This day was 
discouraging. I’m realizing that this mission will 
quite likely be impossible. I don’t know why the 
erid coordinates aren’t accurate. How hard can it 
be to come up with the correct numbers? Maybe 
this mission was for me to have closure on the 
events of 17 Mar 1969 ... I have seen the farming 
practices, which quite likely have destroyed the 
hillside I came here to identify. The military could 
not even figure out where the scene was. That is 
probably why they never sent in ground forces to 
recover the body (as everyone thought they would). 
I did what I thought was right on that day in 1969, 
and I have come all the way from Idaho to help 
identify the area. I have done everything that I can. 
It is not my problem anymore.” 

On the second day, we hiked up a Karst to inspect 
a site where parachute material had been found in 
1994. We found nothing there and flew back to 
base camp. 

Each day, it was necessary to contact the 
appropriate Lao officials and village chiefs in order 
to examine an area. Each helicopter flight required 
at least one Lao official to be onboard. This left no 
more than four seats for Americans on each sortie. 
The helicopters could not be started before 7:30 in 
the morning and had to shut down by 4:30 in the 
afternoon. 

On my third and final day with the IT, we 
investigated a reported sighting from 30 years ago 
where a villager was out hunting with his father 
and came across some parachute material. After a 
customary visit with the village chiefs, we were 
flown to a trailhead for a two-hour hike to search 
for the location of this sighting. 

As we entered an area of the jungle, we were told 
that we could either take the short way up the 
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In Sorensen’s final hours with a JPAC investigative team, it found 
parachute material, a sock and David Dinan’s military ID card. 


Photo courtesy Leland Sorensen 


creek bed or a longer 
way up a jungle trail 
and keep our feet dry. 
We chose to keep our 
feet dry. We came to a 
point at the end of the 
march where we left 
the trail and headed 
down the side of the 
mountain through 
jungle growth toa 
stream bed. Most of us 
waited there while a 
search was conducted. 

Finally, the search 
— which included the 
use of a metal detector - ended without finding 
anything. We needed to return to the helicopter 
landing zone. We could either follow the creek bed 
down the hill or hike back up to the ridgeline trail. 
This time, we decided to stay in the creek. As we 
made our way, the group began to get strung out. 
Those in the rear called to those in the lead to wait 
for them to catch up. I was in the middle, and as 
I reached those in front, they were starting to climb 
out of the creek bed and going up the steep slope. 

I finally asked one of the Americans what we 
were looking for now. I was told that the guide had 
made a mistake in taking us to the first site; we 
were now going to the correct site. 

Apparently, he had recognized from 30 years 
earlier a large tree next to the stream. About 60 feet 
up, we found a half-exposed nylon pad from a 
parachute. About 25 feet from the pad was some 
parachute material, pieces of harness and buckles, 
a locker key and a sock. Lying on the ground was a 
weathered, laminated military ID card. One of the 
team members was trying to read the name on the 
card out loud. “David T ... is that Dillon? ... the III?” 

Upon hearing “David” and “the III,” I said that 
the guy I had been looking for was David Thomas 
Dinan III. I looked at the card, and in disbelief saw 
the signature of David T. Dinan III. In my final 30 
minutes with the investigative team, we had found 
what I had come all the way to Laos to locate. 

I wrote in my journal that day: “The ID card was 
just a symbol marking the hillside where I was 45 
years ago and where a fellow airman lost his life. 
It has been his final resting place for the past 45 
years, and now it is an opportunity to repatriate his 
remains and bring another hero home. It was a 
very hallowed event in which I was able to 
participate, and I thank God for that.” 

Again from my journal: “I heard stories told of 
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lives lost. Like the soldier who was taken out of the 
camp by a tiger. He will never come home.” 

And there was a Jolly Green helicopter flying 
with another. A MiG fired a rocket from behind. 
The rocket went into the helicopter through the 
open ramp. It put a hole through the back of the 
pilot’s seat, bringing down the aircraft. No one 
survived. The MiG came around again for the other 
helicopter, but he was out of rockets. He waved at 
the helicopter crew as he flew by them. 

I helped excavate the crash site of an F-105 pilot 
who was pulling up after a bombing run and flew 
into a mountain that was concealed by clouds. 

David Dinan died upon landing in his parachute 
after successfully ejecting from his damaged plane. 

I once helped pick up an injured pilot who was in 
the back seat of an F-4 by the flip of a coin. The 
front-seater went to the ground still in his ejection 
seat. 

On Sept. 4, 1969, I watched a round go through 
the ramp of my helicopter. If it had been fired just a 
fraction of a second sooner, it could have hit me. 

Life and death, so often, depended on which side 
of a very thin line you stood. 


ZH 
A memorial at Pearl Harbor references a poem 
that first lady Eleanor Roosevelt kept in her wallet 
during World War II. 


Dear Lord, 

Lest I continue my complacent way, help me to 
remember somehow out there a man died for me 
today. As long as there be war, I then must ask and 
answer Am I worth dying for? 


On Sept. 13, 2014, Dinan’s military ID card was 
presented to his brother, Charlie Dinan, and 
JPAC announced that the ejection site would be 
excavated in late 2015. 

Because of the politics of searching for remains 
in Laos, it was not until June 2016 that the DPAA 
(Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, formerly 
JPAC) was able to move a recovery team in to dig 
for Dinan’s remains. They would be granted only a 
couple of weeks. 

On June 12, I received a phone call from a DoD 
contact. The team had found osseous material (i.e., 
bone), but he did not know how much. 

On June 27, I received an email from Charlie 
Dinan that stated: 


More than two years after finding the material 
evidence and David’s identification card, the DPAA 
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recovery team revisited the site and started an 
excavation. During the first four days, they recovered 
additional suspected material evidence and on days 
five and six recovered suspected osseous material. 
Unfortunately, inclement weather forced the team to 
temporarily shut down the site. In the meantime, the 
suspected osseous material is being forwarded to the 
lab for verification. We were not advised of the 
amount of the material that was recovered but were 
told that it was recovered over the last two days of 
the dig. We were also told that the excavation was 
started at the stream bed and would proceed up the 
hill until they cease to find material. 

“We do not know when the excavation will be 
reopened. We were told that DPAA has met with 
Laotian officials sometime in August in an attempt 
to expand the recovery process, but John and I were 
not encouraged by the information being given to us. 
If negotiations are not successful, the earliest 
reopening of the site will be sometime in 2018.” 


On Aug. 21, 2017, I received an email from my 
DoD contact that Charlie and his brother, John 
Dinan, had been contacted by the Air Force 
Casualty Office. The remains recovered at the 
ejection site in Laos last summer were identified as 
David Dinan. Air Force morticians were to brief the 
brothers later in the week. 

On Aug. 25, David Dinan’s former roommate 
called to say that the brothers had decided that the 
remains (a few bones and teeth) were enough 
confirmation for them, and that a ceremony at 
Arlington National Cemetery could likely be 
conducted in April 2018. 

On Oct. 30, I received a call from the roommate. 
The ceremony date at Arlington National Cemetery 
was set for April 25, 2018, at 11 a.m. 

My wife and I plan to be there, sincerely hoping 
that the citizens of this nation will never forget the 
sacrifices made by so many who served in defense 
of our nation’s freedom, so many of whom have not 
come home - not yet, anyway. & 


Air Force veteran Leland Sorensen is a member of 
American Legion Post 59 in Aberdeen, Idaho, who 
received the Silver Star, four Distinguished Flying 
Crosses and six Air Medals for his actions as a PJ 
during the Vietnam War. After service, he received 
a degree in microbiology from Brigham Young 
University and went on to have a 35-year career 
working as a scientific aide at the University of 
Idaho Research and Extension Center in Aberdeen. 
He is an EMT and has been a member of the 
Aberdeen Volunteer Fire Department since 1975. 
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COMMENTARY 





Cairo University students backing ousted Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi heatedly protested military rule in Tahrir Square 
in late 2013. Egypt’s democratic experiment lasted less than two years. «ety 


BUILT TO LAST 


Free elections are great, but what broken nations need most 
are the rule of law, property rights and economic freedom. 


BY ALAN W. DOWD 


f we Americans have learned anything from our 

well-intentioned efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 

it’s that democratic elections do not necessarily 
promote stability. Ironically, nor do democratic 
elections ensure freedom, as underscored by the 
collapse of self-government, return of dictatorship 
and explosion of sectarian strife in the wake of the 
Arab Spring. 

“Democracies do not always make societies more 
civil, but they do always mercilessly expose the 
health of the societies in which they operate,” 
historian Robert Kaplan observed (and predicted) in 
1997 - four years before America began its nation- 
building project in Afghanistan, six years before Iraq 
descended from dictatorship to disintegration and 14 
years before the Arab Spring’s spiral of re-revolution. 

“If a society is not in reasonable health, democracy 
can be not only risky but disastrous,” Kaplan 
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concluded, adding that democracy succeeds only 
when it serves as “a capstone to other social and 
economic achievements.” 

Kaplan was describing the difference between 
democracy (a basic form of government in which the 
majority rules) and liberal democracy (a more mature 
system of government characterized by majority rule 
with minority rights, limits on government power 
and high levels of individual freedom). 

To build a liberal democracy, a nation needs more 
than free elections - more than a capstone. It needs a 
firm foundation: the rule of law, property rights and 
economic freedom. These are the building blocks of 
liberal democracy. Yet the West has tended to focus 
on free elections to measure the success of nation- 
building efforts, forgetting that democracy is little 
more than a flimsy facade without these building 
blocks at its base. 


, 


At USAA, the same values that guide our military inspire us to go above and beyond for 
our members. Your lifetime membership Is a lifelong bond. 


USAA is proud to be the 


JOIN USAA TODAY. Preferred Provider 
CALL 877-699-2654 OR VISIT USAA.COM/LEGION Zw ee teiaaliaii 


to The American Legion 


: P 


Use of the term “member” or “membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership 
rights in USAA. The American Legion receives financial Support for this soonsorship. © 2018 USAA. 247209-0218 





RULES The rule of law means just what it says: the 
law is what rules - not charismatic strongmen, not 
referendums or mobs, not the law of the jungle, not 
the law of brute force. The rule of law holds that 
everyone in a nation-state is subject to the same laws, 
that laws are well-defined and not arbitrary, and that 
the enactment and enforcement of laws is open, fair 
and transparent. 

The rule of law is crucial in preserving democratic 
sovernment. If it’s not firmly in place before 
democracy is attempted, the odds are high that 
political leaders will use the power of the state to 
punish or marginalize their opponents, reward their 
cronies, consolidate power and even revert to 
dictatorship. 

Pockmarked with failed democracies, post-colonial 
Africa - where “one-man, one-vote, one-time” 
became an all-too-common descriptor - is a case 
study in what might be called premature democracy. 
But there are more recent examples. 

In Egypt, after the Arab Spring, the democratically 
elected government of Mohamed Morsi trampled 
minority rights, rammed through an illiberal 
constitution and was seen as beholden to the Islamist 
Muslim Brotherhood. Unbound by the rule of law, the 
Morsi government rigged parliamentary districts, 
allowed Brotherhood thugs to use violence against 
the opposition, intimidated independent media, 
granted itself the power to overrule judicial decisions, 
ordered retrials of its political rivals and convicted 
pro-democracy non-governmental organization 
workers on trumped-up charges. 

Morsi was ousted by a military coup. Egypt’s 
democratic experiment lasted less than two years. 
Not surprisingly, Egypt languishes in the basement 
(129th out of 191) of the World Bank’s rule-of-law 
index and corruption index (126th). 

Iraq’s Nouri al-Maliki, too, was democratically 
elected, but without a sturdy rule-of-law foundation, 
he engaged in sectarian politics. Maliki concentrated 
power within his office and party, used Iraq’s 
security apparatus to arrest thousands of Sunnis, and 
tilted government to favor his fellow Shias. By 2012, 
Human Rights Watch warned that Iraq was “slipping 
back into authoritarianism.” Predictably, Iraq’s 
Sunnis were driven out of the political process, 
sectarian tensions exploded, and Iraq’s fragile 
multi-ethnic, multi-confessional democracy gave way. 
Maliki was forced out in 2014. 

After 25 years under Saddam Hussein - then a 
decade of insurgency and terror - it’s no surprise Iraq 
is 180th on both the rule-of-law index and the 
corruption index. 

Although the reeling Iraqi government has 
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mustered an effective counterpunch against ISIS, its 
authority is not recognized - at least not by Sunnis or 
Kurds - beyond Baghdad. 

Afghanistan provides further evidence of how 
difficult it is to build liberal democracy in a place that 
has known only lawlessness. After almost 40 years of 
war, tyranny and insurgency, Afghanistan is 187th on 
the rule-of-law index. Even after 16 years under U.S. 
tutelage, Afghanistan remains resistant to the rule of 
law and rife with corruption (179th). As one Afghan 
said during Hamid Karzai’s presidency, “The Taliban 
shakes us down at night ... the government shakes us 
down in the daytime.” 

Again, although the transfer of power from Karzai 
to Ashraf Ghani was an achievement, government 
authority and legitimacy barely extend beyond the 
environs of Kabul. 

After attempting to seize power through a military 
coup in 1992, Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez swept to the 
presidency through democratic means in 1998. He 
quickly moved to eliminate the Senate and extend 
presidential terms. He used Venezuela’s oil wealth 
like a personal piggy bank, dispensed the state’s 
largesse to amass political power, and expanded 
government control over television stations, the 
Internet, banks and nongovernmental organizations. 
He also limited legislative power, used the police and 
National Electoral Council against his opponents, and 
soverned largely by fiat. 

In a fitting coda to the Chavez era, resource-rich 
Venezuela’s inflation rate is a staggering 800 percent, 
the unemployment rate is 17 percent, the economy 
contracted by 18.6 percent in 2016, and the public- 
health system has collapsed. The state is unraveling. 
People are starving in the streets (the typical 
Venezuelan lost 19 pounds in 2016), some 10,000 
Venezuelans are flowing into Brazil each month to 
seek food and medicine, and Chavez’s successor has 
created a rubber-stamp “constituent assembly” to 
rewrite the constitution and bypass the country’s 
duly-elected legislature. 

Venezuela is 190th on the rule-of-law index - only 
Somalia is worse - and 182nd on the corruption 
rankings. 

Built on the wreckage of the Soviet state, Russia’s 
nascent democracy was subverted and ultimately 
overwhelmed by corruption, cronyism, kleptocracy 
and “Putinism” - Vladimir Putin’s letat c’est moi 
(“I am the state”) approach to governing. Putin has 
ruled as prime minister or president since 1999 and is 
on track to reign through 2024. As the Brookings 
Institution’s Robert Kagan observes, “Elections do not 
offer a choice but only a chance to ratify choices 
made by Putin.” In 2004, Putin abolished direct 
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The rule of law means just what it says: 
The law is what rules — not charismatic strongmen, 
not referendums or mobs, not the law of brute force. 





elections of regional governors (now appointed by 
local legislatures based on a list provided by Putin). 
In 2012, he pre-approved the opposition candidates 
who ran against him. In addition to stage-managing 
elections, Putin’s regime controls the media, banks 
and energy sector. 

Putin’s Russia is 139th on the rule-of-law index and 
151st on the corruption rankings. 


SUCCESSES What’s equally revealing is how 
countries where the rule of law is respected have 
enjoyed sustained transitions to democracy. 

Estonia (25th on the rule-of-law measure) was 
shackled to the Soviet tyranny for five decades. But 
in the same time span that Russia’s democracy 
descended into Putinism, Estonia has matured into a 
high-functioning liberal democracy, thanks in part to 
the rule of law. 

Likewise, after decades under Moscow’s heel, the 
Czech Republic (28th) and Poland (42nd) broke free, 
rebuilt their systems of law and today are exponents 
of liberal democracy. 

After 38 years of dictatorship, Spain (37th) built 
its democracy on the foundation of constitutionalism. 
Almost 40 years later, the country has not reverted to 
dictatorship. 

Taiwan (27th) was anything but democratic before 
1996. Today it is a thriving liberal democracy. South 
Korea (35th) was governed by the military for much 
of the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s, with frequent declarations 
of martial law, but has been a democracy with a 
strong rule-of-law foundation for nearly 30 years. 

Owing to the rule of law, all of these democratic 
success stories rate in the top third on the corruption 
measure. 

Interestingly, the only child of the Arab Spring to 
stay on the path to democracy - and off the path to 
disintegration, civil war or re-revolution - is Tunisia, 
which is a respectable 87th on the rule-of-law index 
(better than Mexico and China) and 80th on the 
corruption index (better than Italy, China and Brazil). 


RIGHTS Friedrich Hayek once wrote, “The system 
of private property is the most important guarantee of 
freedom,” ensuring that “nobody has complete power 
over us.” 

Indeed, the founding fathers recognized that 
property rights were essential to self-government - so 
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essential that protection of property was enshrined in 
our founding documents: The Declaration of 
Independence invokes the right to “life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.” Jefferson borrowed the 
phrase from John Locke, who argued that each 
person has the right to “preserve his property ... his 
life, liberty and estate against the injuries and 
attempts of other men.” Moreover, the Constitution 
suarantees that no person can be “deprived of life, 
liberty or property, without due process of law.” 

Respect for property correlates with healthy 
democracies, while a lack of property rights 
correlates with democratic failure, or at least a 
democratic deficit. 

Again, contrast recent democratic disasters with 
recent democratic success stories: Egypt is 143rd out 
of 179 nations surveyed on the Heritage Foundation’s 
property-rights index, Russia 155th, Venezuela 177th. 
War-torn Afghanistan and Iraq are such a mess that 
they’re unmeasured. All five languish in the bottom 
fifth on property rights; none are considered “free” 
on Freedom House’s political-freedom rankings. 

At the other end of the spectrum, Estonia ranks 
eighth in the world on property rights, the Czech 
Republic 27th, South Korea 33rd, Taiwan 34th, Spain 
38th, Poland 41st. All of these countries are in the top 
quartile on property rights, and all are in the “free” 
category on the Freedom House rankings. 


CONDITIONS Finally, we come to our third building 
block of liberal democracy. The Fraser Institute 
defines economic freedom as “personal choice, 
voluntary exchange, freedom to compete and 
security of privately owned property.” After 20 years 
of empirical studies, Fraser researchers call economic 
freedom “a necessary condition for democratic 
development.” 

All of our democratic disasters are cellar-dwellers 
on Fraser’s economic-freedom index. Russia is 
102nd out of 159 (and falling), Egypt 129th (and 
falling), Venezuela 159th. Afghanistan and Iraq are 
unmeasured. Yet all of our democratic successes rank 
in the upper third: Estonia is 19th, Taiwan 23rd, the 
Czech Republic 31st, Poland 40th, South Korea 42nd, 
Spain 49th. 

“Going back to 1970, Spain and South Korea were 
already strong on economic freedom before their 
political transitions, enabling them to become 
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Respect for property correlates with healthy democracies, 
while a lack of property rights correlates with democratic 
failure, or at least a democratic deficit. 





successful liberal democracies,” notes Fraser 
Institute’s Fred McMahon. “Likewise, the most 
successful post-Soviet states - including Poland and 
the Czech Republic - transitioned to democracy and 
economic freedom more or less simultaneously, while 
unsuccessful ones, like Russia, focused more on 
political questions rather than economic reforms, 
meaning they got neither democracy nor economic 
freedom.” 

Importantly, especially in the context of nation- 
building and international stability, countries that 
embrace economic freedom - even those in unstable 
regions - are more stable than their less-free 
neighbors. Consider Jordan (39th on economic 
freedom). Although it’s bordered by the Syria-Iraq 
war zone, Jordan is weathering the storm far better 
than its less economically free neighbors. 


OBSTACLES To be sure, these comparisons are not 
exhaustive or scientific, but they are revealing and 
representative of what separates a liberal democracy 
from a country that simply holds an election. 

Still, an obvious chicken-or-the-egg question 
follows from these comparisons: Couldn’t democracy 
produce a rule-of-law system, property rights and 
economic freedom? For that matter, couldn’t our 
democratic success stories simply be the product of 
good fortune, advantageous geographic placement 
and an abundance of the resources needed to fuel 
economic expansion - and our democratic failures 
the product of bad luck, disadvantageous geography 
and a lack of those resources? 

It’s a fair question. But the evidence strongly 
suggests that the rule of law, property rights and 
economic freedom are essential prerequisites to 
political freedom and durable democracy - not the 
other way around. 

Consider the 13 colonies that forged the United 
States. Our founding charters promoted the rule of 
law, property rights and economic freedom. From 
that emerged liberal democracy. In other words, the 
institutions came first; full-fledged representative 
democracy came later. 

Consider postwar Japan, which began adopting 
some liberal economic and political institutions in 
the late 1800s. This helps explain why Japan was able 
to transition to liberal democracy soon after the 
United States vanquished Japanese militarism in 
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World War II. But what explains the rise of Japanese 
militarism? Imperial Japan never fully embraced the 
rule of law. 

“Until 1945, it had no system of fixed law,” 
historian Paul Johnson explains. “The law was not 
sovereign.” Unchecked by the rule of law, the 
military amassed power, and Japan lurched into 
militarism. 

Moreover, the evidence suggests that nations 
that embrace the rule of law, property rights and 
economic freedom - no matter the obstacles 
confronting them - are freer and more stable than 
nations that don’t. Israel proves that size isn’t an 
obstacle to liberal democracy, Taiwan that 
geopolitical isolation isn’t an obstacle, Japan that lack 
of natural resources isn’t an obstacle; Estonia, Poland 
and South Korea demonstrate that harsh history and 
nasty neighbors aren’t an obstacle. 

Indeed, the Korean peninsula is especially 
instructive. Both halves were devastated by war and 
dominated by dictatorship. But today, South Korea 
protects property rights, lives under the rule of law 
and practices economic freedom. North Korea lives 
under a tyranny that controls all property and 
smothers all forms of freedom. The difference is 
breathtaking. Sixty-five years after starting from 
the same place, South Korea is a representative 
democracy; North Korea is arguably the most 
backward, brutal and brutish tyranny on earth. South 
Korea’s GDP is $1.92 trillion (14th globally), North 
Korea’s an estimated $40 billion (placing it worse 
than 225th). South Korea’s per capita income is 
$37,900 (46th), North Korea’s $1,700 (213th). 

None of this is to suggest that, as long as we mix 
the rule of law and property rights with a dash of 
economic freedom, transition from dictatorship to 
democracy will be easy. The democratic success 
stories highlighted here - and our own history - 
remind us that building liberal democracy takes time, 
patience and many difficult steps. 

What this does suggest is that the next time the 
West tries to rehabilitate a broken nation - and there 
will be a next time - it should devote as much 
attention to laying the foundations of free 
government as to holding free elections. &» 


Alan W. Dowd is a senior fellow with the Fraser 
Institute. 
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RAPID FIRE 


Women gather for an anti-draft meeting 
in New York’s Rutgers Square in June 1917. \ational archives 


HISTORY 


FREE SPEECH 
in a time of war 


The Espionage Act led to a 
landmark Supreme Court ruling 
on First Amendment limitations. 


BY MARC DAVIS 


One of the constitutionally guaranteed freedoms most 
cherished by Americans, and necessary for a fully 
functioning democracy, is freedom of speech. 

Just over 100 years ago, on June 15, 1917, Congress passed 
the Espionage Act, making obstruction the nation’s war 
effort a federal crime. The new law became the basis of a 
landmark Supreme Court decision limiting free speech. 

According to the First Amendment, “Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances.” 

The Supreme Court of the United States, however, ruled in 
1919 that under certain specific circumstances cited in the 
Espionage Act, the First Amendment right to speak or write 
freely, with no restrictions, may be limited. 

The Espionage Act did not curtail antiwar demonstrations 
or limit antiwar speech or the publication of such opinions. 
The restrictions imposed on the First Amendment pertain 
mostly to interference with the U.S. war effort. 

The drafting and passage of the Espionage Act was 
prompted by U.S. entry into World War | on April 6, 1917, 
after a series of German submarine attacks sank several U.S. 
ships in early 1917, and additional German attacks on French 
and British ships. 

On May 18, to fill the ranks of the armed forces for the war 
in Europe, Congress passed the Military Conscription Act, 
authorizing a compulsory draft. 

Soon after the Espionage Act became law, it was violated 
by Charles Schenck, general secretary of the American 
Socialist Party. Schenk’s Socialist Party sent out 15,000 letters 
to U.S. draftees, telling them they were “imprisoned” against 
their will in the Army, and that they were victims of 
government despotism, and of “a monstrous wrong against 
humanity in the interest of Wall Street’s chosen few.” The 
pamphlet called on the draftees to sign a petition to repeal 
the Conscription Act. 

Schenck was arrested and charged with sedition, 
obstruction of military recruitment and enlistment, and 
conspiracy to incite insubordination in the armed forces. 
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The specific section of the Espionage Act that Schenck 
was charged with violating stated that when the United 
States is at war, whoever “shall willfully obstruct the 
recruiting or enlistment service of the United States ... shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than $10,000 or 
imprisonment for not more than twenty years or both.” 

Schenck’s lawyer defended his client’s right to publish 
and distribute his pamphlet under the free speech 
guarantee of the First Amendment. The court, however, 
disagreed and convicted Schenck. 

A subsequent series of appeals failed to overturn 
Schenck’s conviction. 

Ultimately, the case was heard by the Supreme Court, 
which upheld the decisions of lower courts, reaffirmed 
Schenck’s guilt, issued a landmark statement on First 
Amendment rights and limitations, and established the 
concept of “a clear and present danger” in time of war as 
criteria for imposing limitations on First Amendment 
freedoms. 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote the unanimous 9-0 
opinion, which included a famous and often quoted part 
that reads, “The most stringent protection of free speech 
would not protect a man falsely shouting ‘fire’ in a theater, 
and causing panic.” 

Another key passage of the Court’s opinion stated simply 
the heart of the issue and established the rule of law that 
would apply: “When a nation is at war many things that 
might be said in time of peace are such a hindrance to its 
effort that their utterance will not be endured so long as 
men fight and that no court could regard them as protected 
by any constitutional right.” 

It was the first Supreme Court decision asserting the 
circumstances under which the government could restrict 
free speech, and formulated the concept of “a clear and 
present danger” in time of war as criteria for imposing 
limitations on First Amendment freedoms. 

Schenck’s previous conviction on the three counts of his 
original indictment was upheld. 


Marc Davis has written for AOL, Forbes Investopedia, the 
Chicago Tribune and other publications. 
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amplifier that just makes everything 
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Perfect Choice HD Ultra™ is the 
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U.S. Marine Corps photo 


ACTIVE DUTY 


Marine Corps tests 
to hone combat skills 


The Marine Corps has begun testing its personnel 
on “30 of the 178 common skills that recruits learn at 
boot camp and the School of Infantry or Marine 
Combat Training,” Military Times reports. 

“All Marines — from privates through general 
officers — will have to pass the Battle Skills Test 
annually,” the paper explains. “The test will cover a 
variety of skills that fall in the following categories: 
basic infantry skills, communications, first aid, 
history, leadership and the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice.” 

“This is the commandant directing units to be 
able to go back and do fundamental, basic Marine 
skills that they may not have in their training plans,” 
Lt. Col. Stuart Glenn of Training and Education 
Command told Marine Corps Times. “The focus on 
this is not to be behind a computer or filling out 
Scantrons, but for NCOs to be training and 
evaluating their Marines at the small unit level.” 

The tests will ensure that each Marine can use “a 
map, compass and VHF radio” — skills that will be 
essential if and when Marines engage an enemy 
capable of jamming the sophisticated GPS systems 
and satellites upon which the modern American 
military relies. Citing Russia’s use of electromagnetic 
warfare, Marine Commandant Gen. Robert Neller 
“has stressed the need for the Corps to revive 
fleldcraft skills that have atrophied in the age of 
instant communication,” Military Times adds. 


VERBATIM 


My home is in heaven. I’m just traveling 


through this world. 


The Rev. Billy Graham, who died at his Montreat, N.C., home Feb. 21 at age 99. 
Called “America’s Pastor,” Graham served as a counselor or minister to a dozen 
U.S. presidents and preached to an estimated 215 million people worldwide. He 
appeared on Gallup’s list of most admired people 60 times since 1955. source: necnews 
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ACTIVE DUTY 


Tunnel ops 


The Army is training soldiers in tunnel warfare, in an effort 
“to be ready to offer President Trump military options for North 
Korea,” National Public Radio reports, citing military officials. 

North Korea is “honeycombed with thousands of tunnels and 
bunkers,” according to NPR. Many of the tunnels — which 
number around 5,000 - are believed to be deep and wide 
enough to hide and/or move large formations of troops, heavy 
artillery, and chemical, biological and nuclear weapons. 

The Pentagon also is reportedly purchasing special gear for 
“tunnel operations,” including communications gear, night- 
vision equipment, acetylene torches and bolt cutters. 

Army brigades from the 101st Airborne and 82nd Airborne 
divisions will take part in tunnel training this year, NPR reports, 
adding, “the exact number (of brigades) is classified.” 


Feds ready to expand 
offshore drilling 


The Department of the Interior (Dol) will begin auctioning off 
leases for oil and natural gas exploration in some 77 million 
acres of federal waters, most of them located off the Alabama, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas coasts. As the Heartland 
Institute reports, this represents “the largest oil and gas lease 
sale in U.S. history.” 

“Dol’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management estimates 
that the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf contains approximately 
90 billion barrels of undiscovered technically recoverable oil 
and 327 trillion cubic feet of undiscovered technically 
recoverable gas, with the Gulf of Mexico portion of the OCS 
containing more than 48 billion barrels of technically 
recoverable oil and 141 trillion cubic feet of gas,” according to 
Heartland, a free-market think tank. 

Heartland scholars call the sale “the first of its kind,” noting 
that previous administrations “have offered a few blocks or 
areas within one of the two Gulf regions ... President Donald 
Trump is breaking with tradition in pursuit of his stated goal of 
U.S. energy dominance, offering the entirety of both available 
regions for lease during one auction.” In fact, Dol will be 
auctioning 14,375 blocks, located between three and 230 miles 
off shore in the Gulf of Mexico. 


Wikimedia Commons 
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Photo by Clay Lomneth 


The American Legion’s annual national convention is a 
time when delegates and other appointed members of the 
Legion, American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The 
American Legion convene in a major U.S. city to conduct the 
official business of their organizations, from passing 
resolutions to electing new national leaders. 

Still, Legion conventions are about much more than 
business, and every member of the Legion Family is 
encouraged to attend. If you've never been to one, the 
100th National Convention in Minneapolis from Aug. 24-30 
is the perfect time to start. In addition to traditional 
activities open to all attendees — including band and color 
guard contests, the exhibit hall, general sessions and 
speakers, training and workshops - this year’s convention 
will kick off the Legion’s 15-month Centennial Celebration 
with special events, exhibits and more. 

Legion Family members wanting to attend the festivities 
in Minneapolis should contact their departments for 
information on registration, housing, and anything else 
regarding their department's participation. Go to www. 
legion.org/departments for a directory and links to 
department websites. For general questions — travel, local 
resources and more — email convention@legion.org. 


Rock band Three Dog Night will perform at the National 
Commander's Banquet on Aug. 28. Between 1969 and 1974, 
no other group achieved more Top 10 hits, moved more 
records or sold more concert tickets. 

Tickets for the banquet are $48; those interested in 
attending should contact their department adjutants. 


& www.legion.org/convention 
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The following is a list of department 
assignments for hotels during the 
100th National Convention. Those 
planning to attend should ask their 


department adjutants about 
accommodations. 


Best Western Plus 
Normandy Inn & Suites 
405 S. 8th St. 

(612) 370-1400 

Arizona, Massachusetts, Oklahoma 


Crowne Plaza Minneapolis 
Northstar 

618 2nd Ave. South 

(612) 338-2288 

Georgia, North Dakota, Wyoming 


DoubleTree Suites by 
Hilton Minneapolis 
1101 LaSalle Ave. 

(612) 332-6800 

Connecticut, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Tennessee 


Hilton Minneapolis 

1001 S. Marquette Ave. 

(612) 376-1000 

Alaska, Colorado, District of Columbia, 
France, Hawaii, Idaho, Mexico, 
Montana, Philippines, Puerto Rico, 
South Carolina, Virginia, Wisconsin, 
The American Legion National 
Headquarters, Sons of The 

American Legion 


Hilton Garden Inn 
Downtown 

1101 4th Ave. S 

(612) 339-6633 

Maine, The American Legion National 
Headquarters 


Holiday Inn Express Hotel 
& Suites 

225 S. 11th St. 
1-800-870-0114 

The American Legion National 
Headquarters 





Hyatt Regency 

1300 Nicollet Mall 

(612) 370-1234 

Alabama, California, Illinois, lowa, 
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
American Legion Auxiliary 


Marquette Hotel 

710 Marquette Ave. 
(612) 333-4545 

Florida, Nevada, North Carolina 


Marriott Hotel City Center 
505.701 ot, 

(612) 349-4000 

Arkansas, Kansas, Kentucky, Ohio, 
Washington 


Millennium Hotel 
Minneapolis 

1313 Nicollet Mall 

(612) 332-6000 

Delaware, New Hampshire, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, 
Vermont 


Radisson Blu Minneapolis 
Downtown 

35 S. 7th St. 

(612) 339-4900 

Indiana, New Jersey, Texas 


Renaissance Hotel, 
The Depot 

225 3rd Ave. South 
(612) 375-1700 

Oregon, West Virginia 


Westin Hotel 
88 S. 6th St. 
(612) 333-4006 
New Mexico 


ANCA NM Len LOOM COLAN 
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CAREERS 











™| How to 
» | create a 
Career 
blueprint 








| We0 JOB FRONT No matter what 


aT 


'S, ENELOV you're doing, it will 





always turn out better 


when you have a plan and precise goals. 
This is true about your daily work activities, 
special projects, community service and, yes, 
your Career. 

Start by asking yourself these questions: 

@ What are my professional goals for 
three, five, 10 and 20 years from now? 

Be as specific as possible. What would you 
like your job titles to be as you progress 
through your career? Maybe you're a logistics 
specialist now and hope to be promoted to 
manager of logistics within three to four 
years. What comes next? A job managing 
larger-scale logistics, transportation and 
distribution operations? 

— Do you think you’re going to work in 
corporate America, the military, the U.S. 
government or a nonprofit agency? 





If you're just leaving active military duty, 
maybe your goal is to continue working, as a 
civilian, for the military and in five to seven 
years transition your skills into the private 
sector. If that is your goal, do you want to 
work for an emerging technology company? 
Or are you more interested in a large and 
well-established company like IBM, UPS or 
Northrop Grumman? 


@ What are your salary goals, today, 
tomorrow and in years to come? Do you 
have any geographic preferences now or 
in the future? 

When you document your answers to the 
questions above, you create your own career 
blueprint to follow. Of course, nothing is 
etched in stone, and things will take twists 
and turns you never expected. Perhaps you 
accepted a great new opportunity in a job or 
industry you'd never thought about, ora 
friend opened the door into a new company 
with huge growth potential. 

Be flexible and open to new opportunities 
that present themselves, and decide what is 
right for you. Respond to the market and 
specific jobs as opportunities arise. 


Wendy Enelow is co-author of “Modernize Your 
Résumé: Get Noticed ... Get Hired” and “Expert 
Résumés for Military-to-Civilian Transitions.” 
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Photo courtesy Arthur R. Lanni Memorial Post 365 


JUNIOR ROTC 


‘It really breaks your heart’ 


For nearly 20 years, Legionnaire Loretta Young has worked with the 
Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. She calls the JROTC cadets “the 
best of the best” and a source of pride for Arthur R. Lanni Memorial 
American Legion Post 365 in Sunrise, which sponsors the program. 

On Feb. 14, pride turned to sorrow when three of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas’ JROTC cadets — along with 14 of their classmates and teachers 
— were gunned down by a former student. Six days later, Young and 
hundreds of other mourners gathered for the funeral of one of those 
cadets, 15-year-old Peter Wang. 

One week after the deaths of Wang and fellow JROTC cadets Martin 
Duque and Alaina Petty, both 14, Young struggled to express her grief. 

“It really breaks your heart,” Young said. “Really, | can hardly describe 
how you feel when you work closely with them, when you see them ona 
regular basis. You admire all that they do. And then to know that their life 
is gone - | can’t even put it into words. 

“We shouldn't have to see them put in the ground and see their 
families so heartbroken. I’m a mother, so | know.” 

Young, the longtime commander of Post 365, has seen the benefits of 
the JROTC program as the Department of Florida’s JROTC and Shooting 
Sports chairman, and as a staff member at the Legion’s 3-Position Junior 
Air Rifle Championship in Colorado Springs, Colo. 

“They work very hard,” Young said. “They are shining examples of what 
our youth is and what we have to look forward to as a country. To lose 
any one of them is devastating.” 

Post 365 members attend the school’s JROTC events and sponsor 
year-end award ceremonies for military and scholastic excellence. Young 
had just met with school officials about the JROTC’s formal inspection 
program, which was scheduled for the day after the shooting. The 
inspection is “a shining example of what the cadets are,” she said. 

An Air Force veteran, Young had visited Marjory Stoneman Douglas to 
prepare for the awards ceremony and shook Wang's hand. The day of the 
shooting, she spoke with the school’s curriculum adviser. 

“To hang up the phone and then look and the see the school on the 
news. ... | was speechless,” she said. “It’s devastating.” 

The Army posthumously awarded all three cadets with the Medal of 
Heroism for their actions during the crisis. Wang's fellow students said he 
held a door open so others could escape before he was gunned down. 

In addition, the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, which Wang 
hoped to attend, posthumously admitted him on the day of his funeral. 

— Steve B. Brooks 





* 


ATTENTION VETERANS! 


1 in 4 seniors will fall this year.’ 


Just don’t fall! 


k* 
Sit, relax and ride...with an Acorn Stairlift! 1! 
An Acorn Stairlift is the O} F a 
wr 


xk 
x 

ans 
as 

rs 





perfect solution for: 





Y Arthritis and COPD sufferers 


Y¥ Those with mobility issues CALL TODAY! 


Save $250 and receive your 
oy nyonie WA -stnicele=0n FREE info Kit with DVD! 
the stairs : 


The first and only stairlift in the world to earn 1 — 866 -2] 7-99 63 
the Ease of Use Commendation from the 


Arthritis Foundation. 


*According to the CDC. **Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other 
offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase of 
a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to 
new orders. Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN 
LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI8940B, WV WV049654, 
MA HIC169936, NJ 13VHO7752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5. 











V Reliably Low gia: 
V Easy To Use Website 

V Huge Selection 

WA Tera) st 2 dA 


www.rockauTo.com 
















































































































































































































































































RAPID FIRE 


THE GREAT 1 vAR LOC QO 
WAR 
HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


‘IT wish I had 
a company of 
my own’ 


Editor’s note: Throughout the 
Great War's centennial, The 
American Legion Magazine 
will publish excerpts from the 
letters of D.B. “Bernard” Ryan of 
Albion, N.Y., who served as an 
Army infantry officer and helped found American Legion Sheret 
Post 35 in 1919. 





HEADQUARTERS CO., 309TH INFANTRY, CAMP DIX, N.J. 
APRIL 6, 1918 

Dear Mother, 

The new men are getting quickly uniformed and lam 
anxious to see them worked into good drill material and into 
good soldiers. | wish | had a company of my own. Perhaps | will 
have some day. | would insist on many things on which it seems 
to me that we are now lax. But possibly this is merely my old 
quality of criticism asserting itself. 

It seems along time since | left you. But you are so brave and 
strong that | know you will see it through without breaking 
down. Above all things, keep up your courage and your health. 


APRIL 15, 1918 

When | was riding yesterday afternoon, | stopped to let my 
horse eat some green grass alongside the road and | saw a few 
violets growing so | picked some for you and put them in my 
pocket and forgot all about it. | remembered tonight and am 
enclosing them anyway although they dried without pressing. 
Some of the companies (not in our battalion, it is needless to 
say) have gone out in the fields and cut sod and placed it in the 
squares in front of their barracks. Division headquarters is 
being similarly sodded and as all of the grass wasn’t tramped 
off every spot in the parade ground, while it was muddy, there 
are now a few green patches to meet the eye. It helps. 


APRIL 26, 1918 

Today we had an eight-mile march following a review in 
preparation for the parade in Philadelphia on Saturday. Our 
men marched very well indeed. Much better than the third 
battalion, which was directly in front of us. We didn’t have a 
man fall out, altho the greater number of the men have been 
here only since March 1st or April 1st. 

Majors are not to be mounted in the parade, and 16 miles on 
hot asphalt doesn’t look promising. However, | didn’t mind 
today’s march a bit. We will leave at 8 in the morning and it will 
be an all-day proposition, | expect. 

Love, DBR 
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CENTENNIAL 


Post 307, New Orleans 


Post 307’s Centennial Celebration page includes 
a picture dating to the late 1950s or early 1960s, 
showing John Guirovich Jr. (past post commander 
and 1972-1973 Louisiana department commander), 
left, and Norman Paternostra (original charter 
member and past post commander) doing a 
ceremonial burning of the mortgage for Post 307’s 
former home on Magazine Street. 


SHARE YOUR POST’S LEGACY 

Upload stories, photos and videos of your 
post’s history on the Legion’s Centennial 
Celebration website. 

& www.legion.org/centennial 





EDUCATION 
Benefits and 
discharge 
status 


Q: / know that in order to receive 
BY VALERIE HEFFNER GI Bill benefits, | must have an 
honorable discharge. On my first 
enlistment | received an honorable discharge, but on my 
second | received an other-than-honorable discharge. 
Am| still eligible to receive my educational benefits? How 
do | upgrade my second discharge? 


A: Yes, you are still eligible. When you apply for 
your Gl Bill benefits, make sure you include your first 
period of service that indicates the honorable 
discharge. Usually VA will see only the last 
enlistment, so it is vital to provide the DD-214 
showing the honorable discharge. 

VA has improved its website to assist former 
servicemembers applying for discharge upgrade or 
correction. The website is vets.gov. 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member 
of American Legion Post 27 in Apache Junction, Ariz. 
askvalerie@legion.org 


Pps Your Garden the 


All-New 
DR° CHIPPERS 


| Elf a Reo lela 7 eel ia 
NAS 





with the 
DR® POWER GRADER! 







e Saves you money—loosens and redistributes cn a ae — 
ie SS ze existing material, saving you from purchasing Top-of-the-Line Model 
meee perpen: | CY gravel or stone. with Dual Tine Rotation! 


e Easy to use—tows behind your ATV or riding 


piewer allie mpotholescad ails e Dual rotating tines on our NEW top-of-the-line 


e Chip big branches up to 5.75" 
walk-behind model let you choose forward 


thick! 


‘ ; ° e Precise control of grading depth is adjustable rotation for cultivating or counter-rotation for 
¢ Self-feeding models available. Starting frommvourenivers eet fede coil (illite or ced busting: 
No more force-feeding! at just Startin : . 
‘ pee g e One-hand operation! Self-propulsion lets you 
e Powerful engines spin big $699°9 walk to one side while you easily steer with one 


flywheels (up to 62 Ibs.), 
generating massive chipping 
force! 


hand, leaving no footprints in the freshly tilled 
bed! 





Walk-Behind, Tow-Behind, and PTO Models 


e Models that shred yard and garden waste NOW ON SALE starting at 19999 


as well as CHIP branches. 





18B4FA © 2018 
18B4FB © 2018 
18B4FC © 2018 


Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 
FREE TRIAT. EASY ae specifications and factory-direct ee 
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO a OEE S O O a 7 ©) 5 = 2 5 5 1 





VETERAN T-SHIRTS 3 


2 Say 










x kKK Kk *® ee 
at vo 
“COMPANY =e A phe, 


pal 


100% Cotton 
T-shirts. 
Front Print. 
M-3XL 


Medals of America Offer, 114 Southchase Blvd, Fountain Inn, SC 29644 Call, Mail Or Visit Now 


Enclosed is my check or money order for 1 $12.95 or more OR Credit Card: visa 9) ° ° 
CCH —s—SS—SCSCsC#Xp Daatte Cy MedalsofAmerica.com/Special 


T2349AL 
Navy 


T2155AL 


T2305AL 
OD Navy 


Name Address 


Cut out & 
send in! 


City State Zip Phone 
E-mail Address 


PART # / SIZE 
Offer cannot be combined with other offers. Pricing & items subject to change. Valid on select merchandise only. Offer 


only valid while supplies last, just include $12.95 per tee or get all 3 for $29.85! Allow 2-8 weeks for delivery due to 
demand. More great military items & gear available online at www.MedalsofAmerica.com/Special. 








RAPID FIRE 


PERSONAL FINANCE 





As | suffered through a 40-page 
“summary” of the recent tax-law 
changes, | was struck by the thought 
that the latest overhaul has yet to get 
3 us to the point of simplicity. 

: “tf | Is it better or worse? That'll depend 
is sume = On your personal situation. But one 
SE thing’s for certain: It will be different. 
Here’s a brief, and by no means 
comprehensive, overview of some of the changes you may 
notice next year: 
@ Lower rates. Tax rates are dropping, and in some cases 
the amount of money subject to the lower rates is 
expanding. 
@ A bigger standard deduction. The individual standard 
deduction will rise from $6,350 in 2017 to $12,000 in 2018. For 
couples filing jointly, the increase is from $12,700 to $24,000. 
Sounds exciting, but... 
@ Personal exemption disappears. In 2017, most taxpayers 
could claim a $4,050 personal exemption. So in 2017, a 
married couple filing jointly with no dependents would have 
a standard deduction/exemption total of $20,800. In 2018, 
the standard deduction will be $24,000, but there will be no 
personal exemption. It’s better, but the loss of personal 
exemptions takes a bit of shine off the higher standard 
deduction. 
@ Kids pay off. The child tax credit increases to $2,000 from 
$1,000, and there’s even a $500 credit for qualifying non- 
child dependents. Income eligibility thresholds also 
increase. A credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction in your tax 
liability. So it’s more valuable than a deduction, which just 
reduces the amount of your income that is taxed. 
= Home equity debt not deductible. Details are still 
pending, but the interest on home equity loans used for 


r 2 





ECONOMICS 

Leading indicators 

4.1 percent U.S. unemployment rate (lowest 
it has been in 17 years) 


1.87 million People added to employed ranks 
between December 2016 and December 2017 


7.3 percent Unemployment rate for blacks 
(down from 8 percent in December 2016) 


4.7 percent Unemployment rate for Hispanics 
(down from 5.7 percent) 





purposes other than acquiring, building or substantially 
improving your home will no longer be deductible. This will 
make consolidating other debts using your home equity less 
attractive — and that may not be a bad thing. 
@ New inflation measurement. The new “chained” 
measure of inflation used under the new law will result in 
slower growth of income levels within the tax brackets. Over 
time, this will mean you'll pay more taxes than you would 
have under the old inflation measurement. 
@ Recharacterization of IRA contributions. Before 2018, if 
you converted a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA and the 
markets plummeted, you could undo the transaction. That's 
no longer an option. 
m@ $10K cap on state and local tax deduction. This change 
has probably received the most press. In 2017, state and local 
income taxes, sales taxes and property taxes are all 
deductible without limit. In 2018, there’s a maximum total 
deduction of $10,000 for all these taxes. 
@ 529 available for pre-college expenses. Up to $10,000 
per student can be used each year for private K-12 expenses. 
= No more miscellaneous deductions. The deduction for 
this class of expenses, which had to exceed 2 percent of your 
adjusted gross income, is gone. 
@ Bid adieu to moving expenses. Generally, moving 
expenses won't be deductible under the new law. There is 
an exception for servicemembers who have a permanent 
change of station. 

Most of these changes sunset in 2025, so don’t get too 
used to them. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, 
The American Legion’s preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 


€ www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 
share your basic 
training memories 


More than 1,000 veterans have 
shared their memories of basic 
training on The American Legion’s 
Legiontown web page. It’s not too 
late to add your story and photo to 
the growing collection. 


What do you remember most about basic training? What's your 


fondest memory? Your worst? Once approved by an editor, stories will 


2.5 percent Increase in average earnings 
since December 2016 


189,000 Manufacturing jobs added between 
December 2016 and December 2017 


Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, /nvestor’s Business Daily 
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be posted online at www.legiontown.org. Go there now to read 
previously published stories. 

Go to www.legiontown.org and click on “Share Your Story,” or 
mail your submission to Basic Training Memories, c/o The American 
Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 


RAPID FIRE 


CENTENNIAL 
American Legion 
centennial coin 
arrives in 2019 


Last fall, President Trump signed 
The American Legion 100th 
Anniversary Commemorative Coin 
Act, which authorizes the Department 
of the Treasury to mint and issue gold, 
silver and half-dollar clad coins in 
celebration of the Legion’s centennial 
beginning in January 2019. 

The Department of the Treasury is 
working with The American Legion, 
the Commission of Fine Arts and the 
Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee 
to determine the coin designs. Once 
finalized, the designs will be unveiled 
to the public before coin production. 

All surcharges received from the 
sale of American Legion centennial 
coins will help raise money for Legion 
programs that support veterans, 
servicemembers and their families, as 
well as commemorate important 
aspects of U.S. history and culture. 


— JUST $3.95 — 


Everyone loves the U.S. Mint’s 
“America the Beautiful” quarters which 
honor national parks. Don’t sort through 
your change to find recent offerings, 
our 5-coin set includes one of each in 
Brilliant Uncirculated quality (Effigy 
Mounds, Frederick Douglass, Ozark 
Riverways, Ellis Island and George 
Rogers Clark). Set: $3.95 (#48487). 10 
sets for $35. 30-Day No-Risk Money- 
Back Guarantee. NO CLUB TO JOIN; 
NO ON-APPROVAL COINS SENT. 
International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Dept. N5740, Montpelier, VT 05602 
1-800-451-4463 ¢ iccoin.com/n5740 











With) Evary Stay You Fue 
e-Grip g ——_—Energizing ACU Sandals. SAWE 41% 


Q5 off original price 


th % was $ 9 ve 99 
Fe ippe eee 6° $9 


FREE 
Shipping & Handling 


when buying 2 or more 


‘ 
o 


Great For 
Men & 


Hundreds of Massaging 
Acupressure Nodules 
Stimulate & Energize 

Your Feet & Body! 


Dept. 75522 © 2018 Dream Products, Inc. (Prices valid for tyr.) 


Adjustable Strap 
For A Custom Fit 


Receive A Free Surprise Gift 
with every order 


DX | @ pa ia 


email blog facebook pinterest google+ 


Connect with DreamProducts.com 1-800-530-2689 
| Order Now Toll-Free 


Helps Improve Overall Health 
Feather-light acupressure massaging sandals have strategically placed nodules that massage and 
stimulate pressure points with every step. Acupressure is believed to help overall health by increasing 
circulation. Easy slip on/slip off style with adjustable hook & loop closure strap & sure-grip soles. 
Waterproof sole and upper makes it the perfect shoe indoors or out! Fashion import of man-made 
materials available for both men and women. Buy two pair and your shipping and handling are FREE! 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 



























































Dept. 75522 Email — 


Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 


FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 
_} W Add An Additional $2.95 
(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) | $ 2.95 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY TOTAL | $ 





i| Energizing ACU Sandals _ Indicate Qty Under Size | A VISA MasterCard QO Discover®/NOVUSS™Cards 
'| Ladies’ Card# Exp. Date 

‘| #709 | 5 6 7 8 9 10 / 
‘| Blk 

| #710 | | | | | 
'| Men’s| 7 8 9 | 10 11 12 13 

; Name 

1 Bik 

I 

Pr(s) Energizing ACU Sandals @ $9.99 pr.| oe 

I 7 ‘ 

'| CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax | $ gl _ ep 

‘| Regular Shipping & Handling Add $4.95 1stpair] =] 

:| FREE Shipping & Handling when buying 2 or more pairs | $ DATE FTOne 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 





meee ee ee ee ee ee ll el el le ll el el eh el ee ll eB el eB hl el eB hl el el ee hl eB eB eB hl el eB eh eB eB eB eB eB eB eB eB eB eB eB Be ee ee eS eS eS 





al 





COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 





The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 


will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 


43rd Bomb Grp “Ken’s Men,” Harrisburg, PA, 
7/27-30, Susan Lanson, (727) 641-1332, 
secretary43bgroup@gmail.com; 601st & 605th 
AC&W Sqdns (Germany), Branson, MO, 5/7-11, 
Derald Parkurst, (908) 892-1048, deepark36@ 
gmail.com; Personal Equipment (PE), Aircrew 
Life Support (ALS), Survival Equipment, & 
Aircrew Fit Equipment (AFE), Biloxi, MS, 9/10-13, 
Andrew Graves, (207) 228-3350, rummy54@ 
yahoo.com; Pforzheim Air Stn, Branson, MO, 
9/25-29, Doyle Hardy, (817) 366-0166, kS5hte1@ 
gmail.com; USAF Radar Stn Vets Worldwide, 
Carlisle, PA, 9/23-26, Lowell Woodworth, (904) 
881-3795, lgwdwrth@roadrunner.com 


ARMY 


1/83rd Arty (Vietnam, 1966-1971), San 
Antonio, 9/23-26, Bill Taggart, (856) 228-5614, 
artillery_83rd@yahoo.com; 1st Bn 8th Cav 
“Jumping Mustangs” 1st Cav Div (Vietnam) - 
Including Medics, Arty FO Teams & AF Liaison 
Teams, Colorado Springs, CO, 10/3-7, James 
Knafel, (260) 244-3864; 1st Bn 12th Inf 4th Inf 
Div (Vietnam, 1966-1970), Milwaukee, 9/4-6, 
Frank Wise, (540) 624-3665, frankwise61@yahoo. 
com; 1st Bn 40th Field Arty, Lawton, OK, 6/18- 
22, James Bishop, (209) 952-0535, james@jabish- 
op.com; 1st Inf Div “Big Red One,” Lombard, IL, 
8/1-5, Jen Sanford, (215) 654-1969, sfidpa@gmail. 
com; 11th Armd Cav (Vietnam & Cambodia), 
Grand Rapids, MI, 9/5-9, Frank Church, (386) 365- 
0487, fchurch4@aol.com; 13th Eng Cbt Bn Assn, 
Branson, MO, 9/26-29, Billy Quinton Sr., (727) 
323-1144, bquinton@tampabay.rr.com; 14th Field 
Arty, Branson, MO, 6/21-23, Clarence Marrs, (918) 
839-9299, clarencemarrs1947@gmail.com; 19th 
Cbt Eng Bn Assn (Vietnam), St. Roberts, MO, 
9/6-8, Tom Ebrite, (765) 286-4906, s2snoopy@ 
comcast.net; 69th Inf Bde (Fort Carson, CO 

& Vietnam, 1968-1969), Topeka, KS, 6/8-9, Ed 
Gerhardt, (785) 862-1020, office@kngmuseum. 
org; 77th Field Arty Rgt - All Bns & Eras, 
Fernandina Beach/Amelia Island, FL, 9/11-16, Juan 
Garcia, (713) 870-4776, juanito_65@yahoo.com; 
83rd Inf (WWII), Natick, MA, 8/1-5, Judy Breen, 
(603) 569-3263, walkgirl250@yahoo.com; 87th 
Eng Bn, Branson, MO, 10/17-21, Joy Azuara, (417) 
338-4048, joy@gatheringsplus.com; 117th AHC 
& Dets (Vietnam, 1961-1972), Reno, NV, 6/12-16, 
Allen Bennett, (850) 834-3376, namvet42@ 
hotmail.com; 121st Avn Co, 121st AHC, 93rd 
Trans Co & 80th Trans Dept, Williamsburg, 

VA, 4/24-26, John Schmied, (352) 633-0541, 
johndschmied@yahoo.com; 200th ASHC / 611th 
TC, Charlotte, NC, 5/17-20, Dennis Wilson, (314) 
616-6381, dennisw255@aol.com; 513th MP Plt 
(Korat, Thailand, May 1962-May 1963), Kansas 
City, MO, 9/14-16, Jon Black, (402) 587-0486, 
steve_black42@yahoo.com; 589th Eng Bn 
(Vietnam), Branson, MO, 9/5-9, Perry Blanchfield, 


58 


Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 


Other notices 


“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 





(770) 366-4411, 589th@589thengineers.com; 
720th MP 615th MP Co, 188th MP Co, 212th 
MP Co, Arlington, VA, 5/25-29, Peter Schroeter, 
(973) 956-1038, petetheplumber@optonline.net; 
1438th Trans Co, Hartsville, IN, 6/9, Kevin Blair, 
(812) 447-6127, kblair62@gmail.com; A Co 4th QM 
Bn & 4th Armd Div, Pigeon Forge, TN, 6/10-13, 
Lloyd Harfst, (636) 742-2012, mlharfst@charter. 
net; Army Security Agency Arizona, Tucson, 
AZ, 8/17-19, Jerry Darr, (480) 507-6825, ardf308@ 
gmail.com; Charlie Co 2/12th Inf Rgt 25th Inf 
Div (Vietnam), Gatlinburg, TN, 6/21-24, Danny 
Breeding, (423) 345-5000, veteransservice@ 
charter.net; F Trp 8th Cav 570th TC, Panama 
City Beach, FL, 5/17-20, Dennis Galinski, (352) 
419-5148, dennisg65@tampabay.rr.com; Heli 
Pilots Assn (Vietnam), Frankfort, KY, 4/6-8, Bob 
Hamilton, (502) 386-4251, captbob757@aol.com; 
Nat’! Counterintelligence Corps Assn, Mount 
Prospect, IL, 9/20-24, Jerry Burns, (423) 791-3115, 
gbncica@gmail.com; Vietnam Air Defense Arty 
Vets (VADAV), Alexandria, LA, 7/11-15, Dale 
Peters, (574) 686-2067 


COAST GUARD 


CGC Bibb, Portland, ME, 9/25-28, Lloyd Hensley, 


(865) 384-6254, lhenlsey@yahoo.com 


JOINT 


Florida Navy CPOs & CG Spring Fling, Port St. 


Lucie, FL, 4/11-15, Carl Barrett, (863) 299-9009, 
cbarret4@yahoo.com; HAWKER (Army Air Def 
Arty & Mar Corps Msl System), Kennewick, WA, 
8/10-12, Bernard Fineberg, (509) 619-2221, 
bfineberg2089@charter.net; Hornet CV 8 & CV/ 
CVA/CVS 12, Mobile, AL, 9/19-23, Sandy Burket, 
(814) 224-5063, hornetcva@aol.com; lwo Jima 
LPH 2/LHD 7, Hampton, VA, 10/10-13, Robert 
McAnally, (757) 723-0317, yujack46709@gmail. 
com; Koh Tang/Mayaguez, Fort Walton Beach, 
FL, 5/13-17, Daniel Hoffman, (803) 422-6842, 
kohtangdan@gmail.com; Vietnam Helicopter 
Crewmembers Assn, Reno/Sparks, NV, 6/13-16, 
James Sheridan, (603) 522-8744, workhors@ 
myfairpoint.net 


MARINES 


1st Bn 3rd Mar, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/11-16, 


Don Bumgarner, (562) 897-2437, dbumcl3usmc@ 
verizon.net; 26th Mar Assn (Rgt, MEU & 
Supporting), Savannah, GA, 9/20-23, Sonny 
Hollub, (512) 825-4730, sonnyusmc@gmail. 

com; Fox Co 2nd Bn 9th Mar (Vietnam), Las 
Vegas, NV, 6/21-23, Wally Nalepa, (708) 340-5372, 
wallynalepa@yahoo.com; HMM-261 (REIN) 
“Raging Bulls” (Beirut & Grenada, 1982-1984), 
Jacksonville, NC, 10/19-21, Doug Doerr, (703) 
472-4615, dougrdoerr@gmail.com; MACS 9, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 8/8-11, Thomas Boyle, 
(319) 631-1912, tboyle621@aol.com; Mar Corps 
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memberships by their posts. This does not 
include amember’s own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 

on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


Eng Assn (MCEA), San Diego, 9/26-29, Charlie 
Dismore, (512) 394-9333, www.marcorengasn.org; 
Mar Corps League Dept of IL Conv, Crystal Lake, 
IL, 6/15-17, Mike Ruffner, (847) 906-3364, 
ruffnermb@aol.com; Nat’! Montford Point 
Marines, Jacksonville, NC, 7/25-29, Ron Johnson, 
(504) 202-8552, www.montfordpointmarines.org; 
Subic Bay Marines, Nashville, TN, 8/22-26, AJ 
Allen, (208) 941-3345, aj@mikebrowngroup.com; 
VMF/VMA-311, Chattanooga, TN, 8/22-26, Jim 
Galchick, (330) 337-9383, jgalchick@neo.rr.com 


NAVY 


Akutan AE 13, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; American 
Assn of Navy Hosp Corpsmen, Buffalo/Niagra 
Falls, NY, 9/19-23, Chuck Kraut, (817) 229-5194, 
chuckkat@swbell.net; Archerfish SSN 678, 
Groton, CT, 8/30-9/1, John “Gumba” Carcioppolo, 
(860) 514-7064, gumba700@comcast.net; Arctic 
AOE 8, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Ashland LSD 1 

& 48, St. Charles, MO, 4/26-29, Robert Parrish, 
(217) 871-9706, rep1933@yahoo.com; ASR/ 

ARS Assn, San Diego, 9/24-29, Mary Neal, (502) 
477-0876, marynealmail@gmail.com; Atka AGB 
3, Jacksonville, FL, 4/25-28, Carl Brown, (616) 308- 
4846, browncarlione@aol.com; Aucilla AO 56 
Assn, Melboourne, FL, 4/30-5/4, Anthony Flynn, 
(386) 671-1988, tygal11291@gmail.com; Bearss 
DD 654, Virginia Beach, VA, 10/7-11, Charles 
Mccon, (225) 202-8192, charlesamccon@eatel. 
net; Bon Homme Richard CV/CVA 31, Bismarck, 
ND, 8/28-9/2, Jim Barton, (814) 652-0085, 
ejbarton122@aol.com; Boston CA 69/CAG 1/ 
SSN 703, Warwick, RI, 7/19-22, Barry Probst, (508) 
580-3808, president@ussboston.org; Brinkley 
Bass DD 887, Louisville, KY, 7/25-30, Tom Camp, 
(901) 481-0583, presidentussbrinkleybassdd887@ 
gmail.com; Butte AE 27, New Orleans, 10/2-7, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; 
Camden AOE 2, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; CBMU 302, 
Henderson, NV, 10/11-14, Peggie Vandenberg, 
(509) 520-5396, peggiev@pocketinet.com; Chara 
AE 31, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Charles P. Cecil 
(DD/DDR 835), Buffalo, NY, 9/16-22, Greg Wells, 
(405) 365-1926, glw513@yahoo.com; Co 163, 
Little Rock, AR, 6/1-7/1, Martin Dupslaff, (620) 687- 
1226, mdupslaff@iceskate.net; Des Moines CA 
134, Hermitage, PA, 7/26-27, Vincent C. Alfonso, 
(952) 934-4715, alfonso@gonzaga.edu; Detroit 
AOE 4, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Diamondhead 

AE 19, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Firedrake AE 14, 
New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
aesakj@yahoo.com; Flint AE 32, New Orleans, 
10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo. 
com; Forrest B. Royal DD 872, Mobile, AL, 6/21- 
24, Ronald Larsen, (715) 423-8905, mosbyusn@ 


wctc.net; Foss DE 59, Jefferson City, MT, 

9/14-17, Mary Hudson, (573) 291-1922, marjer67@ 
cenurylink.net; Fred T. Berry DD/DDE 858, 
Virginia Beach, VA, 10/18-21, John Titsworth, (203) 
531-6618, skiptonit@aol.com; Great Sitkin AE 17, 
New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
aesakj@yahoo.com; Haleakala, New Orleans, 
10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo. 
com; Harlan R. Dickson DD 708, Savannah, GA, 
Tybee Island, GA, 10/28-11/1, Michael Heckert, 
(910) 995-5557, mheckertsr@gmail.com; Harry 

E. Hubbard DD 748, Newport, RI, 10/24-28, 

Ron Petrie, (401) 847-3859, ronpetrie@cox.net; 
Harwood DD 861, Virginia Beach, VA, 9/20-23, 
Anthony Accatatta, (941) 792-6072, tonyacc@ 
yahoo.com; Horne DLG/CG 30, San Diego, 1/3-5, 
Joe Westerberg, (760) 409-7000, ic1@usshorne. 
net; Jack SSN 605, Kittery, ME, 4/6-8, Eugene 
Breindel, (814) 512-0409, efbreindel@gmail.com; 
Jenkins / Walker, Branson, MO, 5/2-6, Robert 
Roginsky, (440) 582-5856, bjskil@aol.com; John 
A. Bole DD 755, Las Vegas, 4/8-11, Steve Ramirez, 
(818) 203-7743, info@dd755.org; John R. Craig 
DD 885, Bloomington, MN, 9/5-9, Jerry Chwalek, 
(734) 525-1469, jermail@ameritech.net; Kilauea 
AE 26, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Kitmai AE 16, 
New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
aesakj@yahoo.com; Lassen AE 3, New Orleans, 
10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo. 
com; Leary DD 879, Portland, ME, 10/13-18, 

Al Redden, (308) 530-1284, alshr@allophone. 
com; Mauna Kea AE 22, New Orleans, 10/2-7, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo. 

com; Mauna Loa AE 8, New Orleans, 10/2-7, 

Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; 
Mazama AE 9, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Mount Baker 
AE 4/34, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Mount Hood AE 
11/29, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632- 
9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Mount Kiska AE 35, 
New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
aesakj@yahoo.com; NTC Bainbridge (1943- 
1976), Aberdeen, MD, 10/4-7, Arline Caliger, 

(423) 326-3654, kali8824z@aol.com; Navarro 
APA 215, Philadelphia, 10/3-7, Patrick Kelley, 
(724) 346-6016, patgerikelley@outlook.com; 

New Jersey BB 62, New Orleans, 9/26-29, Steven 
Sheehan, (215) 887-7583; NMCB 3, Washington, 
9/27-30, Victor Horvath, (832) 722-9434, shwood@ 
southbendwood.com; O’Brien DD 725, Warwick, 
RI, 9/18-22, Herschel Luckinbill, (630) 801-9591, 
luckinbill1603@sbcglobal.net; Ogden LPD 5, 
Albuquerque, NM, 9/19-23, Mark Stephens, (570) 
640-1094, 2143mark@gmail.com; Oklahoma 
City CL 91, CLG/CG 5 &SSN 723, Norfolk, VA, 
9/25-30, John Baker, (620) 399-3999, rlbjfb@ 
cox.net; Paricutin AE 18, New Orleans, 10/2-7, 
Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; 
Ponchatoula Shipmates Assn, Kansas City, MO, 
9/9-14, Phillip Jones, (803) 783-1265, Phillipeye@ 
aol.com; Prairie AD 18 & Puget Sound AD 38, 
Dubuque, IA, 9/23-27, Chuck Granholm, (630) 
779-6761, charlesgranholm@yahoo.com; Rainier 
AE 5, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/24-28, David 
Tongish, (303) 771-6252, edtongish@msn.com; 


LEGION SHOPPER | 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 
| FREE COLOR CATALOG! | “ 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 | 


VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 & 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
=a WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com | 
CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 





La 
Ha 
Pl 
ion 
Oo 
2 








Rainier AOE 7, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Roanoke CL 
145, Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/26-29, Vic Russell, (732) 
929-0671, vrussell26@comcast.net; Rochester 
CA 124, Kansas City, MO, 9/27-10/1, Joe Hill, (931) 
432-4848, nitecrawl@twlakes.net; Sacramento 
AOE 1, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Salisbury Sound 
AV 13, Nashville, TN, 8/23-27, Maurice Medland, 
(714) 970-2288, mauricemedland@yahoo.com; 
Sangay AE 10, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Santa 
Barbara AE 28, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Seaplane 
Sailors, Pensacola, FL, 5/2-6, Robert Tibbetts, 
(859) 223-7871, bobt42@twc.com; Sellers DDG 
11, Mobile, IN, 10/11-14, Steve Incremona, (260) 
410-0075, steve@cfsfloorcovering.com; Shasta 
AE 6/33, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Silverstein DE 
534, Jefferson City, MT, 9/14-17, Mary Hudson, 
(573) 291-1922, marjer67@cenurylink.net; 
Supply AOE 6, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Suribachi 
AE 21, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 
632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; Terrell County 
LST 1157, Keystone, SD, 9/27-29, Clovis Long, 
(417) 438-3704, clovis43@hotmail.com; Thetis 
Bay Assn, Houston, 9/5-9, Alfred Breard, (713) 
455-0765, trouardbreard@att.net; Ticonderoga 
CV/CVA/CVS 14 & CG 47, New Orleans, 5/17-21, 
Steve Codding, (309) 827-4017, codd@aol.com; 
Turner Joy DD 951, Bremerton, WA, 8/23-25, Tod 
Hale, (541) 840-0492, hiwaysailor951@yahoo.com; 
Vesuvius AE 15, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; VF/VFA 213 
Black Lions, Matthews, NC, 10/12-14, Joseph C. 
Denzler, (980) 313-8023, denzlerj613@gmail.com; 
Virgo AE 30, New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, 
(907) 632-9961, aesakj@yahoo.com; VQ Assn - 
VQ-1, 2,5 & 6 (All Eras), Tempe, AZ, 9/20-23, Paul 
Buemi, (513) 205-9607, buemipaul@gmail.com; 
Wainwright DLG/CG 28, Branson, MO, 9/26-30, 
Manny Seligmann, (571) 233-7618, mseligmann@ 
usswainwright.org; Walton DE 361, Jefferson 
City, MT, 9/14-17, Mary Hudson, (573) 291-1922, 
marjer67@cenurylink.net; Whitehurst DE 634, 
Jefferson City, MT, 9/14-17, Mary Hudson, (573) 
291-1922, marjer67@cenurylink.net; Wilhoite DE/ 
DER 397, Albuquerque , MS, 10/8-11, Bob Gray, 
(601) 595-2415, davdisabled@att.net; Wilkinson 
DL 5, Norfolk, VA, 10/28-11/4, John Lair, (619) 
479-7387, hobocamp@aol.com; Wrangell AE 12, 
New Orleans, 10/2-7, Kurt Julsen, (907) 632-9961, 
aesakj@yahoo.com 


IN SEARCH OF 


67th & 624th MP Co (Fort Devens, MA, 1971- 


1973), Ray Kelly, (631) 525-7987, raykelly735@ 
gmail.com 

79th Ftr Bomb Sqdn (Woodbridge, England, 
1955) & 20th Ftr Bomb Wing (Wethersfield, 
England, 1956-1957), Gene Byrnes, (443) 
838-9112 

255th MP Co (Fort Custer, MI, WWII), James 
Holman, (731) 571-0464 


www.martinsflag.com 





COMRADES 





6361st AB Sqdn (Iwo Jima, 1957), Don Sprankle, 
(330) 364-2725, sorankledon@gmail.com 

6910th Sec Wing Delta Fit (Cambrai Fritsch 
Kaserne, Darmstadt, Germany, 1963-1966), 
Joe Ferrara, (727) 608-9654, jaferrara@ 
outlook.com 

A Co 1st Bn 15th Inf (Harvey Bks, Kitzingen, 
Germany, 1964-1966), Harry Brant, (440) 
334-8742, harryowe41@aol.com 

Army German Language School, Merrell Bks 
(Nuremberg, Germany, 1961-1964), Thomas 
Spalter, (215) 783-8253, hotrod50mercury@ 
gmail.com 

C Trp 7th Sqdn 1st Cav (Vinh Long Province, 
Vietnam, Oct 1969), Gary Welsh, (814) 285- 
2150, gtw1997@comcast.net 

Co 034 (San Diego, Jan 1967), Gene Maack, 
(308) 440-8045 

Co 469 (NTC Great Lakes, IL, Sep-Dec 1964), 
Richard Hartgrave, (319) 350-9807, 
hartgraverichard@gmail.com 

CSE Strike Cmd (MacDill AFB, FL, 1968-1969), 
Joe Walsh, (570) 655-5487 

D Btry 6th Bn 517th Arty (Kassel, Germany, 
Nov 1965-Apr 1967), Epifanio “Epi” Sauseda, 
(209) 327-9532, episauseda@att.net 

HQ & HQ Co 3rd & 2nd Bns Army Ord Ctr (May 
1965-May1967), Charles W. Savage Il, (937) 
352-6603, mawhaley2067@aol.com 

HQ & HQ Co USASEUR (Oberammergau, 
Germany, 1965-1966), Fred Crothers, (330) 
327-5758, crothers.fred@yahoo.com 

HQ Btry AAA Grp (Twentynine Palms, CA, 
1956-1958), Jim Murrell, (515) 201-5197, 
jmurr1955@aol.com 

Naval Avn Tng Base Millington, TN (Dec 1964- 
Dec 1965), Richard Hartgrave, (319) 350-9807, 
hartgraverichard@gmail.com 

Naval Radio Stn NHB Holiday Beach (Kodiak, 
AK, 1962-1965), W. Welch, (918) 691-0903, 
scrapped1@live.com 

Pit 329 (MCRD Parris Island, SC, Mar 1967), 
Thomas Payne, (706) 635-4540 

VF-21 Coral Sea & Ranger (NAS Miramar, Jan 
1966-Sept 1968), Richard Hartgrave, (319) 
350-9807, hartgraverichard@gmail.com 


TAPS 


Roger Hight, Dept. of Ohio. Honorary Dept. 
Cmdr. 2016, Nat’l Centennial Task Force for the 
Future Memb. 2011-2013, Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1992-1994, Nat’| 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Advisory Board 
Memb. 1995-2015 and Nat’! Sec. Cncl. Memb. 
2015-2017. 

William “Billy” Mack, Dept. of New Jersey. 
Dept. Cmdr. 2002-2003, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 2005-2009, Nat’l Americanism Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 2012-2013, Nat’l Exec. 
Cmte. Memb. 2009-2013, Nat’l Foreign Relations 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1999-2003, Nat’l Legis. Cmsn. 
Memb. 2003-2007, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 2009-2012, Nat’l Sec. Cmsn. 
Memb. 2007-2009, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 
2013-2015 and Nat'l Subcmte. on Cmtes. Memb. 
2012-2013. 


PINS e MEDALS 

e FREE COLOR CATALOG 

e 2500+ Military Designs 

e Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

e Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

e Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


HONORS 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 
PO. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 


Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 
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PARTING SHOTS 


| resolved to read more this year. So | enabled the subtitles on my TV. 


HOW DID THE HIPSTER burn his tongue? He 
drank his coffee before it was cool. 


THEY’VE JUST FOUND the gene for shyness. They 
would have found it earlier, but it was hiding 
behind some other genes. 


I WAS THE BEST door-to-door security alarms 
salesman for many years running. The trick was to 
just leave a brochure on the kitchen table if there 
was nobody home. 


AN EMPLOYEE arrived late to work with his left 
arm in a sling and his clothes in tatters. 

“It’s 9:30,” his supervisor pointed out, “and you 
were due in at 8:30.” 

“Believe it or not, I fell out a second-story 
window earlier,” the employee said. 

“And it took you an entire hour to fall?” 


A WRITER sent his editor a note that read, “The 
characters in my novel are entirely fictional and 
have no resemblance to any person living or dead.” 
His editor sent a note in reply that read, “That’s 
what’s wrong with them.” 


MY WIFE sure has a strange way of starting 
conversations. She always begins by saying, “Hey, 
are you even listening?” 


I SHOOT golf in the low 70s. When it gets colder 
than that, I quit. 





“The cops could find our search history. Change ‘places to dump 
a body’ to ‘perfectly innocent places to dump a body.” 
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“| have to admit, this is the best Easter egg hunt ever.” 





“Day 29: The promise of a research grant has earned their trust.” 


MY FRIEND recently got crushed by a pile of 
books, but he’s only got his shelf to blame. 


A PREACHER commented during his sermon, 
“There will be much wailing and weeping and 
enashing of teeth among the wicked when they 
pass on to the next world.” 
One parishioner raised his hand and asked, 
“What about those of us without any teeth?” 
“Teeth will be provided.” 


“BOSTON is getting a new bar where people can 
try ax-throwing. So far, all the customers give it 
one-and-a-half thumbs up.” - Jimmy Fallon 





THE AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY 
NATIONAL POPPY DAY 





MAY 25, 2013 


Honor the fallen and support the living. 
National Poppy Day” 


Get involved. 


POPPYDAYUSA.ORG 













All the style, comfort, & dependability guys EN a LL Be 


Mees he ee 


i / 
© Full $-T-R-E-T-C-H Waist! » Extra Wide Belt Loops! ° Made Tough & Built To Last: 





Not too heavy, not too light... they're just right! Durable at 
» enough for the workshop, but polished scarier 
1} out with the missus. Classic 5-pocket styling with fu - 
’ elastic waist, post button, rivets & ZIp ily. Wide rear cen 
your pants stay In place, no matter 












G Ne) ee hts belt loop makes sure | | 
br ching & Pr i what! Durable cotton/polyester canvas !S machine care. 
Sturdy Stiten! J FF Imported. | 
UC ha Regular: 32-44 (even sizes) $19.99 


SAVE on 2 or more! $17.99 ea. 
Big Men: 46-56 (even sizes) $24.99 
SAVE on 2 or more! $22.99 ea. 
BN Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) 
Brown 


Sa 


pd 
STE ol doles 


Gated 
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CANVAS 
Na TSAR he |e 


A Mail payment to: Haband?” Po Box 8, Warren, PA 16366-0008 A 
| fad /| OBR OVisa OMC OAmEx (Discover®? LCheck 





Card # Exp2. 7 _. 
Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Navy Address Apt. # 
City & State Zip 
Rugged Belt Phone/Email © 
si lenclose$_—_—spurchase price, and only $8:8shipping & handling 
Loops: for my entire order. Please add applicable state & local sales tax for the 


following states: AZ, CO, FL, GA, MA, MN, NE, Nu, PA, WI, & WV. 


Li check for Protection WHAT | WHAT | HO 
Plus! (X96) WAIST?]INSEAM? 
Expedites replacement of GREY 
items lost in transit. Add 


$2.95 to protect your 
entire order. 


45600002 


Satisfaction Guaranteed or 41) 
Full Refund of merchandise 


a purchase price 

> up to 90 days after receipt. 

Ll When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. 
Funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, 

2 ® and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 


For Faster Service Call: or visit 





Military Flags 


Printed nylon flags, with canvas headings and brass 
srommets. All flags are single-faced (correct on one 
side) unless otherwise noted. 


sees 
$14.95 | $16.95 | $29.95 
(800.145) | (800.105) | (800.135) 
| $14.95 | $16.95 | $29.95 
(800.148) | (800.108) | (800.138) 
Na $14.95 | $16.95 | $29.95 
- (800.146) | (800.106) | (800.136) 
| $14.95 | $16.95 | $29.95 
(800.147) | (800.107) | (800.137) 


14.95 16.95 29.95 
ns 
eis] I, 
POW-MIA $26.95 
(Single face) (800.112) | (800.113) | (800.114) 
POW-MIA $16.95 
(Double face) (800.122) | (800.123) 


$29.95 
Blue Star Salute SS (800.100) 





Right Price. 
Shop and compare. 


Our prices are the best. 





(Prices Effective through November 15, 2018) 


Product # Description 


PACKAGING AND SHIPPING 


Add $2.95 $100.01 - $200.00 Add $15.95 
SoLOI esl ON) eee eee Add $3.95 $200.01 - $300.00 Add $21.95 
$10.01 - $20.00......... Add $5.95 $300.01 - $400.00 Add $24.95 
$20.01 - $30.00......... Add $7.95 $400.01 - $500.00 Add $33.95 
$30.01 - $50.00......... Add $8.95 $500.01 & Over Add $39.95 
$50.01 - $100.00........ Add $9.95 


Price Quantity Subtotal 


Packaging & Shipping 
(refer to box at left) 


Multiply Line 1 x State Sales Tax 4 | 
(CA, DC, ID, MA, ME residents only) 

Multiply Line 3 x State Sales Tax 
(IN, ND, NE residents only) 

Tot | 

Source Code | MAGO418C_ 











Account # 












































Expires / (3 or 4 digits) 


Signature 








Merchant Marine 


. WE HONOR THOSE 





WHO SERVE 


Blue Star Salute 


Zip 
) 


Make Checks Payable To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 


Mail To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 
P.O. Box 36460 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-0460 


Order Toll Free: 1-888-453-4466 


Order Online: AmericanLegionFlags.com 





American Flags by American Legion 
ee 





8 oD: 
12" x 18" 
Sale 
1D xs: 


Budget 
Poly/Cotton 
Poly/Cotton 


Polyester 
Polyester 
Mounted on 5/16" wood staff with gilded spear. 


Product # 





Fabric | Size | StaffLength | Product | Dozen | Gross 
oa (100.205) $ 6.95 
oan ( 
} 


100.210D) 


Gussie Dan (100. 
I 2eeaies 30" (100.211D) 


100.200) 
100.201) 


Right Purpose. 
Help military families 
and veterans in need. 


Choose your quality of flag: 


Budget 
For short-term use. Edges are 
un-hemmed due to the use of a stiffer, 
fray-resistant polyester material. 


Poly/Cotton 
Your best value! A brighter, longer- 
lasting flag. Hemmed edges to resist 
fraying. 


Polyester 
A silk-like fabric with a softer feel. 
Hemmed edges to resist fraying. 


Celebration Flags 

4" x 6" printed 
poly/cotton U.S. Flags, 
mounted on 

3/16" x 10" staffs. 
Spear Top | 
$ 2.95 (100.221D) dozen 
$27.95 (100.221G) gross |® 
Safety Ball Top 

$ 2.95 (100.220D) dozen 
$27.95 (100.220G) gross = 
No Top | ~—_ 
$ 2.95 (100.223D) dozen ~ 
$27.95 (100.223G) gross 





Baanadl 








$09.95 
$109.00 





Seo 
8 BEES 
$27.95 
So 


(Prices Effective through November 15, 2018) 


Description 


PACKAGING AND SHIPPING 


Add $2.95 
SoU = $1000 eee Add $3.95 
$10.01 - $20.00......... Add $5.95 
$20.01 - $30.00......... Add $7.95 
$30.01 - $50.00......... Add $8.95 
$50.01 - $100.00........ Add $9.95 


$100.01 - $200.00 
$200.01 - $300.00 
$300.01 - $400.00 
$400.01 - $500.00 
$500.01 & Over 


Add $15.95 
Add $21.95 
Add $24.95 
Add $33.95 
Add $39.95 


Price Quantity Subtotal 


Packaging & Shipping ) 
(refer to box at left) 


Multiply Line 1 x State Sales Tax 4 
(CA, DC, ID, MA, ME residents only) 

Multiply Line 3 x State Sales Tax 
(IN, ND, NE residents only) 

Tol | 


Make Checks Payable To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 


Mail To: 
American Legion Emblem Sales 
P.O. Box 36460 
Indianapolis, IN 46236-0460 




















Account # 























SourceCode MAG0418C 














Expires / 


Signature 


American Flags 


(3 or 4 digits) 





Order Toll Free: 
Order Online: 


American Legion 


